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Council Backs 


Adlai, Estes; 


Acts on 3 Corruption Cases 


Distillery 


Unit Faces 
Suspension 


Forest Park, Pa—The AFL- 
CIO Executive Council, moving 
sharply against corruption in the 
labor movement, has taken steps 
to suspend the 25,000-member 
Distillery Rectifying & Wine 
Workers Intl. Union. 


Acting unanimously on a rec- 
ommendation of the Ethical|§ 


Practices Committee, the coun- 
cil directed the distillery union 
to “show cause” why it should 
not be suspended on grounds of 
being “dominated controlled or 
substantially influenced” by cor- 
rupt groups and individuals. 
Two Probes Approved 

In two other cases—involving the 
Laundry Workers Intl. Union and 
the Allied Industrial Workers (for- 
merly known as the United Auto 
Workers, AFL)—the council au- 
thorized the Ethical Practices Com- 
mittee to conduct a formal investi- 
gation on reports of corruption 
within those two unions. The com- 
mittee was directed to report its 
recommendations to the council’s 
next meeting. ; 

All three unions had been called 
before the Senate subcommittee on 
welfare and pension plans headed 
by Sen. Paul Douglas (D-IIl.). The 
subcommittee report a few months 
ago indicated widespread mishan- 
dling in all three unions of welfare 
and pension trust funds. 


Charter Reviews Asked. 


In a fourth action the council 
approved a strong recommendation 
by the Ethical Practices Committee 
that unions immediately review their 
constitutional provisions for issu- 
ance of local charters with a view 
to ending corrupt use by racket- 
eers for shake-down purposes. 

The moves against the three un- 
ions were the first recommended 
by the Ethical Practices Commit- 


(Continued on Page 3) 
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There are only 70 days left 
before election day. 

Remember: 

® You can’t vote if you're 
not registered. 

© You can’t vote intelli- 
gently unless you study the 
issues. 

© And you can’t be politi- 
cally effective without a con- 
tribution to COPE. 

So, register, study the is- 
sues, and give a buck to 
COPE. 

Remember, there are only 
70 days left. 


Council. 


Asks Endorsement 
By General Board 


By Henry C. Fleisher 


Forest Park, Pa.—A recommendation that the AFL-CIO en- 
dorse the Stevenson-Kefauver ticket was voted by the Executive 


After some four hours of discussion, the council made its recom- 


mendation on the basis of the candidates and their respective plat- 
forms, and decided that final action should be taken by a meeting 
of the AFL-CIO General Board. 

AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany announced that the general 
board, a body of about 175 members including executive council 
members and presidents or responsible officers of affiliated unions 
and trade and industrial departments, would meet at Chicago 
Sept. 12 at 10 a. m. in the Hotel Sherman. 

The sole item on the general®— 


at Unity’House brought the news of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council action in endorsing Adlai Stevenson 
and Estes Kefauver, Democratic“presidential and vice presidential 
nominees, and report of Ethical Practices Committee. Facing the 
reporters are Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler (left), Pres. George 
Meany and Vice Pres. David Dubinsky (standing). 


Ike Hails U. S. Worker; 


Adlai Praises Unions 


The candidates for the presidency in the November elections 
saluted America’s working men and women in Labor Day messages. 
Pres. Eisenhower’s Labor Day statement did not mention trade 
unions but called labor the “most fundamental” of the “God-given 


board agenda will be the question 
of political endorsement. Meany 
told reporters he felt not the slight- 
est doubt that the general board 


would accept the council endorse- 


ment. 

In announcing the product of 
the council’s deliberation Meany 
declined to go into details about 


the nature of the vote and the dis- 
cussion. He said, however, that 
the vote was not unanimous, but 
refused to say how various mem- 
bers had voted or how many had 
voted against the recommendation. 

Neither Meany nor AFL - CIO 
Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler 

(Continued on Page 3) 


president. (Page 1) 


November election. (Page 5) 


Council Meeting Highlights 


Forest Park, Pa.—Here are highlights of the action-studded 
meeting of the AFL-CIO Executive Council Aug. 27-30: 

© Recommendation to endorse Adlai Stevenson and Estes Kefau- 
ver, the Democratic Party candidates for President and vice 


© Approval of plans for the Committee on Political Education 
to wage a major campaign, not only in behalf of endorsed liberal 
candidates but to ensure increased registration of voters for the 


® An order to the Distillery, Rectifying and Wine Workers Intl. 


Adlai Stevenson, 
nominee, extended to the trade un- 
ion movement his “heartfelt wishes 
for an ever brighter future” and 
said unions “hold the creative po- 
tential to wipe out man’s ancient 
enemies of hunger, poverty and 
disease.” 

The full text of both messages 
will be found on page 5 of this issue. 

Top officials of the AFL-CIO 
were scheduled to go to the 
White House Sept. 1 at 8:30 
a. m. where Pres. Eisenhower 
was to be presented with the 
first copy of the special Labor 

Day stamp. The stamp’s de- 

sign was taken from the mural in 


| the lobby of the AFL-CIO head- 


quarters in Washington. 


Five men are in the party sched- 
uled for the stamp issuance cere- 
mony: AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany, Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler, Vice Presidents Joseph 
D. Keenan, Harry C. Bates and 
William C. Doherty. 


Special Broadcasts 


The ceremony was to be broad- 
cast. Invitations had been extended 


by the White House to all members 


forces which quicken our nation’s progress.” 
progr 


Union to “show cause” in the near future to the Committee on 


Democratic® 
of the AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 


cil and to officials of the rail broth- 
erhoods and miners. 

There will be special Labor Day 
broadcasts by some of the AFL- 
CIO’s officials. Meany will be heard 
over the Columbia Broadcasting 


System at 10:30 p. m. (EDT) on|. 


the holiday. 

Schnitzler’s message will be car- 
ried by the American Broadcasting 
Co. network at 8:00 p. m. (EDT). 

Vice Pres. David J. McDonald 
will be heard over the Mutual 
Broadcasting System at 7:15 p. m. 
(EDT). 

Vice Pres. Walter P. Reuther 
will speak over the National Broad- 
casting Co.’s facilities at 10:15 
p. m. (EDT). 

IUD Holiday Statement 

The Labor Day statement of the 
AFL-CIO’s Industrial Union Dept. 
reminded that dusing an election 
year “all American workers have a 
special obligation to fulfill their du- 
ties as citizens.” 

Every union member was urged 
to remember “that democracy will 
serve the people only as well as the 
people serve the democratic process. 
The IUD urges also that each mem- 
ber guard and cherish his union so 
that it can, in turn, effectively serve 
hina and our free world.” 


Ethical Practices why it is not corruptly dominated and therefore 
subject to suspension from the AFL-CIO at the next council 


meeting. (Page 1) 


Auto Workers, AFL). (Page 1) 


corrupt elements. (Page 2) 


(Page 2) 


man (D-N.Y.). 


but for the entire community, 


®A directive to the Ethical Practices Committee to conduct 
probes, including hearings if requested, concerning facts pointing 
to corrupt domination of the Laundry Workers Intl. Union and 
the Allied Industrial Workers (formerly known as the United 


e A unanimously passed policy statement calling on all affiliates 
to review, with a view to tightening loopholes, the issuance of local 
charters to prevent their falling into the hands of racketeers and 


® Acceptance of affiliation by the long-independent Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen. (Page 4) 

eA three-point proposal for solution of the Suez Canal crisis, 
coupled with a sharp attack on Soviet imperialism. (Page 2) 

© Acceptance of a Civil Rights Committee proposal for a trade 
union conference on civil rights at a future date. (Page 2) 

© Election of Pres. Lee W. Minton of the Glass Bottle Blowers. 
to fill the Executive Council position left vacant by the death last 
June of Vice Pres. Matthew Woll; and the election of Pres. David 
Dubinsky of the Ladies’ Garment Workers to the eight-man Execu- 
tive Committee to fill a similar vacancy caused by Woll’s decease. 


¢ Authorization to present the Philip Murray-William Green 
Community Services Awards later this year to Sen. Herbert Leh- 


© Approval of the agreement of the Louisiana State Labor 
Council to accept repeal of the state “right-to-work” law for indus- 
trial workers, while accepting, as a matter of necessary economic 
and legislative tactics, the continuance of such a statute for the 

' state’s largely non-union agricultural workers. 

© Approval of preparation of plans for a possible future educa- 
tional program designed to influence the climate of opinion and to 
show that unions are beneficial not only for the individual wor 
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: Page Two 
s ~Council Urges 


3d-Point Plan 


- ‘To Help Solve Suez Crisis 


Forest Park, Pa—A three-point proposal for helping solve the Suez Canal crisis, through crea- 
tion of Egyptian and International Suez authorities, was offered by the AFL-CIO Executive Council. 
The council placed blame for the crisis on the methods employed by the Nasser dictatorship, on 
cynical Soviet imperialist and fifth column activities in the Middle East, and on the failure of our 
government and its allies to resist Egyptian violation of international Suez treaties in recent years. 


a 


“Because the first target of ag- 
gression in this imstance was a 
small nation (Israel) is no reason 
for our own, or any other govern- 
ment, to tolerate continuous flout- 
ing of the UN by the Nasser dic- 
tatorship and to provide aid and 
comfort to it until such time as 
its acts of aggression strike at the 
big democratic powers,” the coun- 
cil declared. 


3-Point Preposal 
The proposal, based on a res- 
pect for Egypt’s sovereign rights 
and on the need for maintaining 
freedom of navigation in the Suez 
as an international waterway, of- 


“fered the following suggestions: 


1—Establishment of a special 
Egyptian Suez authority to be 
charged with “operating the canal 
in line with the present solemn 
international commitments  al- 
ready undertaken by the govern- 
ment of Egypt and in accord with 
the UN Security Council decision 
of Sept. 1, 1951.” 

2—Establishment of an Inter- 
national Suez authority, represent- 
ative of the nations whose ships 
are principal users of the canal, to 
work together with the proposed 
Egyptian Suez authority, for “in- 
suring efficiency of operations, 
sound economy and maintenance 


Labor Aids 
Puerto Rico 
Storm Victims 


Forest Park, Pa.—A $25,000 
gift from organized labor to Puerto 
Rico to help victims of the recent 
hurricane was announced by AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany during 
executive council sessions. 

The total donation was made up 
of contributions from the national 
AFL-CIO and from a number of 

> individual unions. 

Hurricane Betsy, which swept 
through the Caribbean area and 
turned out to sea again just before 
reaching the Atlantic seaboard of 
the United States, caused wide de- 
struction and heavy human suffer- 
ing in the Puerto Rico common- 
wealth. 

The council took a number of 
other actions on hemisphere prob- 
lems, on the basis of recommenda- 
tions from the AFL-CIO Subcom- 
mittee on Latin American Affairs. 

The first of these was approval 
of a change in name for the sub- 
committee, to the Subcommittee on 
Inter-American Affairs, along with 
a defining of the unit’s scope in 
operations. 

On recommendation of the sub- 
committee, the council accepted an 
invitation for an AFL-CIO delega- 
tion to visit a number of Latin 
American countries late this year. 

Invitations for such visits have 
come from free trade unions in 
Brazil, Argentina, Peru and Pana- 
ma. It is understood that other 
invitations from Chile and Uruguay 
are to be expected. 

Continued cooperation with the 
Inter-American ‘Association for 
Democracy and Freedom was also 
voted by the council. Both the old 
AFL and CIO had maintained close 
relationships with that Agency, 
which was organized in 1950 to 
help civil liberties and fight totali- 
tarianism throughout the hemis- 
phere. 

Approval of a request for funds 
for relief of the victims and family 
survivors of the recent explosion 
at Cali, Colombia was also voted. 


of uninterrupted freedom of navi- 
gation.” 
3—An agreement that both 
the Egyptian and the Interna- 
tional Suez authorities would, in 
the event of differences between 
them, submit their disputes to 
the International Court of Jus- 
tice at The Hague on the ‘basis 
that that court would have full 
power to make decisions which 
would be final and binding. 

The detailed statement adopted 
by the Executive Council con- 
tained strong criticism of — the 
methods employed by Col. Nasser, 
head of the Egyptian government, 
on the basis they are “disruptive 
of equitable and harmonious inter- 
national relations.” 


Blockade Condemned 
It condemned the Egyptian gov- 


ernment blockade of Israeli ship- 


ping for the past eight years as a 
“crass violation” of international 
rights and agreements. 

The council noted that pro- 
posals for overcoming the Suez 
crisis in a progressive, constructive 
manner must face a number of un- 
pleasant facts about the situation 
in the Middle East. The state- 
ment listed these factors as: 


1—Continuing, by some west- 
ern powers, of colonialist policies 
and practices. 

2—The role of Soviet imperial- 
ism and its Communist fifth col- 
umn. 

3—The expansionist aims of 
Premier Nasser, who “recklessly 
cooperates with the Kremlin dic- 
tatorship in the furtherance of 
the colonel’s ambitions to domi- 
nate the entire Arab world and 
all Africa.” 

4—The economic backward- 
ness and acute misery of the ma- 
jority of people in the Middle 
East, “who have been subjected to 
enslavement, feudal operation and 
exploitation by their own tyran- 
nical rulers—often in cooperation 
with foreign interests.” 


U. S. Policy Assailed 

Criticism of the policy of “our 
own government” and its allies was 
voiced by the council for having 
contributed “decisively” towards 
Nasser’s aggression and for hav- 
ing permitted the “Nasser dicta- 
torship” to violate the UN Secu- 
rity Council decision of Sept. 1, 
1951, on free transit of ships 
through the Suez. 

The council voiced belief that 
Egypt, as a sovereign state, has 
the right to buy out the sharehold- 
ers of the Suez Canal Co. but, it 
added, “the unilateral action and 
the methods employed by Nasser 
in taking over this international 
waterway are to be condemned as 
disruptive of equitable and har- 
monious international relations.” 

The problem is not just a case 
of Nasser’s bad manners, the coun- 
cil pointed out, but boils down to 
the fact that “without Sovict in- 
stigation and support, Nasser 
would never have dared to resort 
either to his feverish campaign of 
slander against the western democ- 
racies or to his provocative man- 
ner of seizing the Canal.” 


Encouraged by Moscow 

“While talking glitbly about less- 
ening world tension through nego- 
tiations, Moscow has been encour- 
aging the Egyptian dictator to take 
unilateral action gravely aggra- 
vating international tension,” the 
council said. 

Soviet imperialism in the 


Middle East dates back many 


years, it added, and the Khrus- 
chev policy is merely an apdat- 
ing of this “Czarist-Stalinist 
course of aggrandizement in the 
Middle East.” 

Soviet arms shipments, and the 
presence in Moscow of an Egyp- 
tian commission to study Russian 


communist methods are of “omi- 


nous significance,” the AFL-CIO 
declared. “Moscow is maneuver- 
ing to use Nasser as its tool for 
promoting a conflagration through- 
out Africa.” 

Since the Suez Canal is part of 
the Middle East problem, the 
council commented, the western 
democracies must redouble their 
efforts to eliminate every vestige 
of colonialism in the area. 


UN Aid for Area 


The council also urged the 
United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, together with democratic 
governments and representatives of 
foreign investors, to prepare a pro- 
gram for “increasing agricultural 
and industrial efficiency, promot- 
ing democratic institutions such as 
free trade unions, enhancing pur- 
chasing power and providing an 
equitable share for the peonle” in 
the benefits derived from develop- 
ment of the Middle East area. 


| David , 
Named to Executive Committee 


Lee W. Minton 
New Council Member 


Civil Rights Committee _ 
Reports Anti-Bias Gains 


Forest Park, Pa.—The AFL- 
CIO during its first six months has 
“laid a firm foundation for its 
task of making real and meaning- 
ful the promise of equal opportun- 
ity,” according to a report of the 
Civil Rights Committee. 

Chairman James B. Carey also 
indicated that efforts by certain 
groups in the South to use the 
“White Supremacy” issue as a 
basis for undermining democratic 
AFL-CIO unions had generally 
failed. 

The report, accepted by the Ex- 
ecutive Council, said it would be 
“desirable” to plan a National 
Trade Union Conference on Civil 
Rights, to be held in Washington 
at a later date. The committee 
recounted that it had taken steps 


Council Establishes 
Union Charter Policy 


The new code of ethical practices with respect to the granting of 
local union charters by AFL-CIO affiliates, approved by the 
Executive Council upon recommendation of the AFL-CIO Com- 
mittee on Ethical Practices, declares that the purpose of such 
charters should be “to promote the general welfare of workers.” 

In its report, the committee made clear that each national and 
international union, “as part of its autonomous right, has complete 
authority to prescribe the particular procedures governing the issu- 
ance of local union charters.” 

But, it added, “each autonomous union has the duty to see to it 
that the purpose of issuing local union charters is to promote the 
general welfare of workers. The constitution of the AFL-CIO 
makes it clear that no affiliate has an autonomous right to permit 
corrupt or unethical practices which endanger the good name of 
the trade union movement.” 

It recommended, and the Executive Council approved, adoption 
of the following policies “to safeguard the good name of the 
AFL-CIO and its affiliated unions and to prevent any taint or 
possibility of corruption in the issuance of local union charters”: 

1—A local union charter, whether issued by the AFL-CIO or 


_by any national or international union affiliated with the AFL-CIO, 


should be a solemn instrument establishing a subordinate or affili- 
ated body. To assure this, the AFL-CIO and each national and 
international union, by constitution or administrative regulation, 
should require, for issuance of a local union charter, application 
by a group of bona fide employes, eligible for membership in the 
union, within the jurisdiction covered by the charter. 

2—The purpose of issuing such charters should be to promote 
the general welfare of workers and to give recognition to their 
joining together in a subordinate or affiliated body. 

3—A charter should never be issued to any person or persons 
who seek to use it as a “hunting license” for the improper invasion 
of the jurisdictions of other affiliated unions. 

4—A charter should never be issued or permitted to continue in 
effect for a “paper local” not existing or functioning as a genuine 
local union of employes. 

5—A charter should never be issued to persons who are known 
to traffic in local union charters for illicit or improper purposes. 

6—The provisions of the AFL-CIO constitution prohibiting the 
AFL-CIO and any affiliated national or international union from 
recognizing any subordinate organization that has been suspended 
or expelled by the AFL-CIO or any national or international union 
plainly includes and prohibits the issuance of a local union charter 
by the AFL-CIO or any affiliated national or international union 
to any group of individuals or any individual suspended or expelled 
from the AFL-CIO or any affiliated national or international union 
for corruption or unethical practices. 

7—The AFL-CIO and each national and international union 
shall take prompt action to eliminate any loopholes through which 
local union charters have been or can be issued or permitted to 
continue in effect contrary to these policies. 

8—The AFL-CIO and each national and international union 
shall take prompt action to insure the forthwith withdrawal of 
local union charters which have been issued and are now outstand- 
ing in violation of these policies. 


to fight ordinances aimed at keep- 
ing union organizers out of com- 
munities by requiring high license 
fees or other legal methods. One 
such ordinance was outlawed by 
the Tennessee supreme court. 
Discussing activities of the anti- 
union White Citizens Councils, 
the committee report said: 
“Despite reports to the contrary 
presistently circulated by hate- 
mongering groups, there have been 
no defections of any consequence 
from the membership of AFL-CIO 
affiliates in the South. Substantial 
organizational progress has been 
made by AFL-CIO affiliates.” 


Lewis Elected 
To Key Union 
Label Post 


Forest Park, Pa.—Joseph Lew- 
is, head of the Stove Mounters 
union for the past 15 years, has 
been elected secretary-treasurer of 
the Union Label and_ Service 
Trades Dept. 

Lewis was named by a meeting 
of the department’s executive 
board to fill the three-year unex- 
pired term of the late Ray Leha- 
ney who died a few months ago. 

Lewis will resign his union presi- 
dency effective Sept. 1 and will 
take over his Union Label post 
immediately afterwards. 

James Roberts, vice-president of 
the Stove Mounters, will auto- 


matically succeed Lewis as head 
of the unjon. Lewis had been re- 


Joseph Lewis 


elected for another three-year 
term at the Stove Mounters’ con- 
vention in July. 

Lewis declared: 


“I am honored by my election 
to the post of secretary-treasurer 
of the Union Label & Service 
Trades Dept. The union label is a 
powerful device for workers and 
their unions to insure the recogni- 
tion of organized labor’s role in 
our productive society.” 

The new secretary-treasurer of 
the Union Label & Service Trades 
Dept. was born in San Francisco, 
Calif., 49 years ago. He is mar- 
ried, has two children and two 
grandchildren. 
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AUTOGRAPH COLLECTOR Patricia Ann Carey has AFL-CIO 
Vice Pres. William C. Doherty sign her book following one of 
the Executive Council sessions at Unity House. With Patricia are 
her father, Vice Pres. James B. Carey (right) and Vice Pres. Herman 


Winter. 


(Continued from Page 1) 
cast votes. . Twenty-four of the 
council’s 28 members were present 
at the sessions. The discussion in- 
side the executive council, Meany 
revealed, revolved around two 
viewpoints: 

1—Whether the council should 
make any recommendation at all; 

2—Whether it should move to 
endorse the Democratic nominees, 
Stevenson and Kefauver. 

No point of view, Meany said, 
was brought forth in fayor of an 
endorsement of Pres. Eisenhower 
and Vice Pres. Nixon. 

Meany said he had the impres- 
sion, as a result of the council’s 
discussion, that a majority of the 
members felt the Democratic plat- 
form was more favorable than the 
Republicans to “our position.” 
But, he noted, there was some 
criticism of weaknesses in the pol- 
icy statements of each party. 
“Stevenson and Kefauver certainly 
meet the test of people who are 


‘Never So Good—’. 
No Thanks to GOP 


Forest Park, Pa. — AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany 
stands pat on his statement 
of several months ago that 
labor in America “never had 
it so good.” 

But, he hastened to assure 
newspaper reporters covering 
the AFL-CIO Executive 
Council, “don’t attribute it to 
the Republican Party.” 

The Meany statement was 
used by a number of speak- 
ers at the GOP convention to 
support their claims that 
workers should vote for the 
Republicans. 


labor’s friends,” Meany stated. 

It was his feeling, the AFL-CIO 
president added, that both party 
platforms failed to meet the test 


Council Acts on 3 Corruption 


(Continued from Page 1) 

tee. The council’s action was based 
on provisions of the AFL-CIO con- 
stitution which provided specific 
procedures for keeping the new fed- 
eration free of corrupting infiu- 
ences. 

In the case of the Distillery 
Workers Union, the Ethical Prac- 
tices Committee told the Executive 
Council it had concluded that “pub- 
lished reports provide a sufficient 
reason to believe” that the union 
“may be dominated, controlled or 
substantially influenced in the con- 
duct of its affairs by corrupt in- 
fluences in violation of the consti- 
tution of the AFL-CIO and, there- 
fore, subject to suspension by the 
Executive Council under the provi- 
sions of Art. VIII, Sec. 7. 


Can Request Hearing 


“The committee, therefore, rec- 
ommends to the Executive Council 
that’ the Distillery, Rectifying and 
Wine Workers Intl. Union be re- 
quired forthwith to show cause be- 
fore the Ethical Practices Commit- 
tee, including a hearing if requested 
by the union, why the Distillery, 
Rectifying and Wine Workers Intl. 
Union should not be suspended 
from the AFL-CIO pursuant to the 
provision of the constitution above 
mentioned.” 

That constitutional provision sets 
forth as a “basic principle” of the 
AFL-CIO that “it must be and re- 
main free from any and all corrupt 
influences.” 


” 


Council Could Suspend 


To implement that principle it 
gives the council the power to con- 
duct an investigation either di- 
rectly or through a designated 
stafiding or special committee “of 
any situation in which there is rea- 
son to believe that any affiliate is 
dominated, controlled or substan- 
tially influenced in the conduct of 
its affairs by any corrupt influence.” 

The constitutional provision pro- 
vides that the investigation shall in- 
clude a hearing, if requested, that 
upon the completion of such a 
probe the council has the power to 
make recommendations or on a 
two-thirds vote “to suspend any 
affiliate found guilty of a yiolation” 
of this section of the constitution. 
Expulsions of affiliates is a power 
vested only in the biennial conven- 
tion, A termination of suspension 
also requires a two-thirds vote of 
the council. 

While the council directed the 
Distillery Union to “show cause” 
why it shouldn’t face suspension it 
took the course in the Laundry and 
Allied Industrial Workers cases of 
asking the Ethical Practices Com- 


mittee to order formal investiga- 
tions to establish clearly the facts. 

But the council pointed out that 
the committee’s preliminary inquiry 
had led it to conclude without pre- 
judging the matter that there is 
“sufficient reason to believe” that 
the organizations may be under cor- 
rupt influence or domination. — 

In recommending action against 
the. Distillery union the Ethical 
Practices Committee report said it 
had reviewed facts contained in the 
Douglas subcommittee report and 
in other published materials. 


Studied Douglas Report 

The facts showed a series of op- 
erations by officers of the national 
and local unions involving huge 
funds supposedly held in trust for 
rank-and-file workers in pension and 
welfare funds. 

Louis Saperstein, Newark, N. J. 
agent and broker for the Security 
Mutual Insurance Co. for instance 
told a New York City grand jury 
that Sol Cilento, a former national 
union secretary-treasurer and still 
executive vice president of the un- 
ion’s Local No. 2 in New York had 
been instrumental in the placing of 
welfare fund insurance policies. 


Charge Commission Kickbacks 

Saperstein received a 10 per cent 
commission and the insurance firm 
agreed to pay Cilento monthly pay- 
ments of $2,500 for a total of over 
$100,000. Two other associates, 
George Scalise and Anthony Car- 
fano got 50 per cent of Saperstein’s 
commissions. 

The Ethical Practices Commit- 
tee noted that there are additional 
further charges that Saperstein 
kicked back about $540,000 to the 


three union officials over a seven- 
‘year period. 


In the fall of 1954, Cilento, 
charged with neglect of duty, gross 
negligence and conduct unbecoming 
an officer, resigned as union secre- 
tary-treasurer. But it was charged 
that he continued to wield great in- 
fluence and was instrumental in 
naming Pres. Mortimer Branden- 
burg of Local 2 and a national un- 
ion vice-president as a trustee of 
the welfare funds. 


Was Indicted Twice 

In Feb., 1955 Cilento was in- 
dicted by a New York grand jury. 
The indictment was dismissed on 
technical grounds. The dismissal is 
being appealed. 

Meanwhile, Cilento was indicted 
again on June 12, 1956 on charges 
of conspiracy and grand larceny in 
the theft of about $16,000 from the 
union. Pleading not guilty, he was 
released on $2,500 bail. 


Melvin Dykes, a nephew of Ci- 
lento and manager of the welfare 
fund for eight years gets paid $25,- 
000—plus a sizable bonus. Rela- 
tives of a number of union officials 
have been placed on the welfare 
fund payroll at fancy salaries. 

Books Not Opened 

In March, 1955, the Distillery 
Workers executive board decided 
unanimously that it was not in the 
union’s best interests to volunteer 
any examination of the union’s 
“books by outside agency and it 
also instructed union officials not 


,,to appear voluntarily at any inves- 


tigations by law enforcement offi- 
cials or agencies. 


Dubinsky Presented Report 

The Ethical Practices Committee 
which brought the report of the 
Distillery Workers before the coun- 
cil is headed by Pres. Al Hayes of 
the Machinists. Because Hayes was 
on the West Coast preparing for 
the IAM convention, the report 
was presented to the council by 
Pres. David Dubinsky of the Intl. 
Ladies Garment Workers Union. 
Other members are Pres. George 
Harrison of the Railway Clerks; 
Pres. Jacob Potofsky of the Cloth- 
ing Workers; and Pres. Joseph Cur- 
ran of the National Maritime Un- 
ion. 


Meany Pledges 
Continued Help 


To Longshoremen 


Forest Park, Pa.—AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany has specifi- 
cally denied as untruthful and un- 
founded reports in certain news- 
papers that the AFL-CIO has with- 
drawn its support from the 
Brotherhood of Longshoremen. 

The IBL, chartered by the AFL 
three years ago, lost a Labor Board 
election in 1954 by the narrowest 
of margins to the Intl. Longshore- 
men’s Assn., which had been ex- 
pelled from the AFL as racketeer- 
dominated. ; 

“We'll give them whatever sup- 
port we can if they ask for it,” 
Meany said, “The same as we do 
for any affiliated organization.” 

The IBL has recently asked a 
new NLRB vote on the New York 
docks. 

Even though it lost in the pre- 
vious poll, Meany said, the AFL’s 
support helped, directly and in- 
directly, to end many of the types 
of petty racketeering, favoritism 
and persecution which had existed 
among New York Longshoremen. 


Cases 


Meany, discussing the council's 
unanimous adoption of. the. state- 
ment, said that the issuance of local 
union charters to individuals rather 
than to groups of workers building 
a new union had proved at various 
times to be a “sore spot.” 


Cases had been found of people 
with charters in their possession 
whose purpose was to use them for 
corrupt practices, he declared. 


The pre-merger AFL, he re- 
called, had prevailed on the AFL 
Auto Workers ’ organization (which 
must now show cause why it should 
not be suspended for corruption) to 
withdraw a number of questionable 
local charters. One of the people 
involved, he recalled, was John 
Dio, arrested by FBI agents in New 
York in connection with the acid 
blinding of Columnist Victor Riesel. 


Asked to comment on Dio’s ar- 
rest, Meany pointed out that he 
knew at that time little beyond the 
headlines. But, the AFL-CIO pres- 
ident added: 


Action Seen ‘Reassuring’ 


“I'd like to repeat what I said at 
the time of the acid-throwing. I 
repeat that whoever is responsible 
for that crime should be arrested 
and get the full penalty of the law.” 


Dubinsky recalled that he had 


fought a series of battles against 
corrupt elements inside labor since 
the AFL’s 1940 convention. 


Speaking of the council’s action, 
he said “it is most reasuring to 
see such action taken despite 
technical and traditional obsta- 
cles.” 


“The action by organized labor 
is reassurance for all America of 
the determination of the labor 
movement to be clean in serving 
its members and the communities 
in which they live and work,” 
Dubinsky declared. 


Autonomy No Cloak 
For Corruption 


AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany was asked to sum- 
marize the net affect in the 
field of ethical practices. 

He said: “We're going to 
go on in our own orderly way 
observing not only the letter 
of the (AFL-CIO) constitu- 
tion but also the spirit of the 
preamble of the constitution. 
We have made clear that 
union autonomy may not be 
used as a cloak for corrup- 
tion.” 


Council Recommends Labor 
Endorse Stevenson, Kefauver 


“head-on” in regard to civil rights 
and non-segregation in the schools, 
But, he added, it was clear that the 
Democratic plank on labor “was 
much better” than the Republi- 
cans. 

Describing himself as “no 
prophet,” Meany refused to pre- 
dict for the newspapermen which 
candidates he thought would win 
the election. Members of the ex- 
ecutive council, he added, feel that 
the AFL-CIO decision will in- 
fluence some votes, and “the polit- 
icians seem to agree.” :* 

A failure to recommend en- 
dorsement of Stevenson and Ke- 
fauver would have had the effect 
of weakening support for liberal, 
pro-labor candidates for Senate 
and House, in the viewpoint of the 
supporters of endorsement, Meany 
declared. 

It was _ generally conceded, 
Meany said, that labor has more 
friends in the Democratic Party 
than in the Republican Party. He 
emphasized that the council’s ac- 
tion was no departure from labor’s 
tradition policy of “rewarding 
friends and punishing enemies.” It 
does not constitute, by any stand- 
ard, tying the labor movement to 
the Democratic Party, he said. 

The general board, which will 
make the formal endorsement, is 
a constitutional body meeting at 
least once each year. The Sept. 12 
session will be its first. Under the 
AFL-CIO constitution it acts only 
on matters brought to it by the ex- 
ecutive council and the executive 
Officers. 

+ The meeting, Meany said, will 
be open to the press, unless the 
general board itself votes at any 
point to go into executive session. 
The Committee on Political Edu- 


Meany Discloses « 
A Trade Secret 


Forest Park, Pa. — AFL- 
CIO Pres. George Meany was 
asked why -the Executive 
Council took four hours to 
reach its decision on recom- 
mending endorsement of Ad- 
lai and Estes. 

“Because in general labor 
people are long-winded,” 

. Meany said with a smile. 


cation held a three-hour session 
the day following the council's ac- 
tion on political matters. 

In Washington, Vice Pres. Nix- 
on admitted the right of AFL-CIO 
leaders “to take a personal stand 
on candidates and issues” as they 
did in endorsing the Democratic 
presidential ticket, but said he was 
“confident” U.S. workers will sup- 
port the Administration in the 
Nov. 6 elections. 


Engineer Members 
Advised to File 
Formal Complaint 


Forest Park, Pa.—Two members 
of a Long Island local of the Intl. 
Union of Operating Engineers who 
have been publicizing complaints 
against their union leadership have 
been advised to make a formal sub- 
mission of their case to the Ethical 
Practices Committee. ‘ 

William Wilkens and Thomas 
Eichacker of Local 138 of the Oper- 
ating Engineers conferred with com- 
mittee member David Dubinsky. . 
He said that while the two men 
submitted newspaper clippings and 
similar material a more formal 
complaint would be necessary for 
the committee to study the case. 

The two men last week appeared 
with placards in front of AFL-CIO 
headquarters in Washington to pub- 
licize their declared grievances 


against their local union president. 
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Living Costs Soar 


To New Record High 


By Gervase N. Love 
The cost of living hit a new all-time high in July for the second 


consecutive month. 


The Consumer Price Index of the Labor Dept.’s Bureau of Labor 


- Statistics jumped seven-tenths of one percent to 117 between June 


and July, matching a similar increase between May—when the 


previous all-time high of Au 


- 1953 was equalled—and June. 


The cost of living has soared 2.7 
percent since the Eisenhower Ad- 


‘ministration took office in January 
- 1953. The increase since July 1955 
‘is a flat 2 percent. 


The latest hop in the index will 


“bring wage increases ranging from 
-3 to 5 cents an hour to about 1.25 


million workers in the auto, air- 
craft, farm implement and electrical 
appliance industries. 

Not since early in 1951, during 
the fighting in Korea, has the index 
risen as much as the seven-tenths 
of one percent it went up between 
May and June and again between 
June and July. 


Food Prices Up 


Continuation of the rise in the 
index which began in March raised 
new speculation as to the future of 
the cost of living. 

Over the last couple of years, 
declining food prices have tended 
to conceal small but steady in- 
creases in costs of some other items 
in the market basket, notably per- 
sonal services and rents, which 
show a long-term upward move- 
ment in small steps. 

Now food prices have moved up 
more than they normally do in the 
late spring and early summer due 
to the lateness of early crops be- 
cause of cold spring weather. 


In addition, wholesale price in- 
creases in a number of consumer 
durables have been announced re- 
cently—farm implements and elec- 
trical appliances, with autos a pos- 
sibility as 1957 models appear. 
Whether they will be reflected in 
consumer prices remains to be seen. 


Some apparel items also are more 
costly than they were a few months 
ago. The effect of higher steel 
prices on consumer goods—usually 
quite small—cannot yet be calcu- 
lated. 


These increases in the immediate 
past and those indicated for the fu- 
ture, in the view of some econo- 
mists, are signs of an increase in 
the over-all cost of living. 

BLS Commissioner Ewan Clague 
Believes that the large price jumps 
of the past few months have now 
run their course. He anticipates 
some food price decreases to: show 
in the August index, as the “full 
flood” of farm products hits mar- 
ket stalls. 

Food prices increased about 2.9 
percent between June and July, the 
rise covering fresh fruits, vege- 
tables, meat, dairy products, eggs, 
coffee and bread. . 

The rent increase—one-half of 
one percent—was unusually large 
and was attributed principally to 
the lifting of rent controls in North- 
ern New Jersey. 

Transportation costs increased 
seven-tenths of one percent, also 
more than usual thanks to increased 
taxes on tires and gasoline and 
higher prices for used cars. 

Clothing prices jumped for the 
first time since March, with in- 
creases noted particularly for shoes, 
and alse for men’s suits and work 
trousers 

Carey Issues Warning 

Pres. James B. Carey of the 
Intl. Union of Electrical Workers, 
while welcoming wage increases of 
4 cents an hour for some 90,000 
members, said he was “disturbed at 
this new rising trend in living 
costs.” 

“It indicates that neither the Ad- 
ministration nor the employers are 
exerting themselves sufficiently to 
prevent a spiralling inflation,’ he 
said. “This new increase in living 
costs to an all-time high compares 


Reuther Asks 
Investigation 

Of Price Rise 
gressional investigation of profits to 


prices and halt them has been 
served on the candidates. of both 
major parties by Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther of the Auto Workers. 

Reuther acted after the Labor 
Dept.’s Bureau of Labor Statistics 
announced that in mid-July the cost 
of living reached an all-time high. 

At the same time he charged the 
Eisenhower Administration with 
failure to keep the anti-inflation 
pledge in its 1952 platform, and 
declared that the 4-cent-an-hour in- 
crease more than one million UAW 
members will receive as a result of 
the jump in the Consumers’ Price 
Index “demonstrates the soundness 
of the UAW wage policy.” 

Reuther reiterated his charge that 
high prices have been caused by in- 
ordinate profit-taking growing out 
of the Administration’s cure for in- 
flation—‘“‘to apply the old guard 
Republican trickle-down theory to 
the economy.” 

He recalled that several times 
during the past three years the 
UAW urged the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration to back an investiga- 
tion of profits. 

“On each instance,” he said, 
“spokesmen for the Administration 
have evaded or rejected outright 
any proposals for an investigation 
that would expose exorbitant profits 
as the cause of inflation. 

“While we are glad that UAW 
members are protected against “the 
effects of inflation on their day-to- 
day purchasing power, the UAW 
will continue to fight vigorously for 
an over-all strong economy based 


(on the ever-expanding mass pur- 


Americans.” 


Council OK’s 
Admission of 


sharply with the glowing statements. Rail Firemen 


made in the last few days that the 
present national Administration has 
prevented inflation.” 


Interest Rate Hikes 
Hurt Small Business 


Credit is at its tightest in 25 years as a result of recent increases 
in the Federal Reserve. Board’s rediscount and banks’ prime interest 
rates, coupled with a general shortage of funds. 


The rediscount rate has been?” 


raised by Federal Reserve banks in 
five cities from 2.75 percent to 3 
percent. It already stood at the 
higher rate in two other districts, 
and the remaining five were ex- 
pected to advance quickly to the 
new level. 

Commercial banks in all parts 
of the country, sparked by action 
of key lending institutions in Bos- 
ton and New York, were shoving 
their prime interest rates—the rate 
they charge biggest customers with 
the highest credit ratings—from 
3.75 percent to 4 percent. 

The prime factor behind the 
heavy demand for credit and its 
current tightness is regarded to be 
the continued clamor of business 
for loans for expansion. 


Small Establishments Hurt 


The increases in rediscount rates 
were ordered as one means of cut- 
ting down the demand for credit, 


but they haven’t worked out that} - 


way, economists noted. Big busi- 
nesses, prospering, can afford to 
pay the higher rates and does. 
Smaller businesses, with smaller re- 
sources and earnings, cannot. Thus 
they are not only unable to expand 
in many cases, but have increasing 
difficulty in financing their ordinary 
business operations. 

Rep. Wright Patman (D-Tex.), 


chairman of the House Small Busi- 
ness Subcommittee, charged that 
the lastest rediscount rate increase 
is like “trying to put out a fire by 
pouring gasoline on it.” It would 
be “well worth” investigating to 
determine, he said, if they have not 
already “gone too far,” and if the 
use of monetary devices as stabi- 
lizers “has failed in its aim.” 

“Bank loans and business ex- 
penditures have been skyrocketing 
in spite of the futile attempts to 
slow them down by raising interest 
rates,” he charged. 

“Meantime,” he added, “the FRS 
continues to encourage an increase 


Forest Park, Pa.—The AFL- 
CIO’s membership has been in- 
creased by the 96,000 members of 
the long-unaffiliated Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Firemen and Engine- 
men. 


The union, one of the big four of 
the traditionally independent rail- 
road operating brotherhoods, had 
approved applying for affiliation 
after a meeting of the group’s exec- 
utive body in Winnipeg, Canada, a 
few weeks ago. AFL-CIO Pres. 
George Meany and Pres. H. E. 
Gilbert of the brotherhood have 
been in correspondence on the issue 
for several months. 


Only one vote, that of Pres. A. 
Philip Randolph of the Sleeping 
Car Porters, was cast against the 
motion to admit the Firemen and 
Enginemen into the AFL-CIO. Ran- 
dolph based his negative vote on 
membership requirements and re- 
strictions incorporated into its con- 
stitution. 


Meany, however, expressed a 
feeling that “by bringing the Broth- 
erhood into the combined labor 


in one of the basic costs entering moverhent, “we can be of some help 


into the price of all manufacturing, 
transportation, retail operations and 


to the brotherhood in cleaning up 
remaining racial barriers.” Ran- 


one which even tends to push up dolph, while expressing confidence 
taxes by raising the interest rates |‘ Meany’s assurances, had indi- 
Which ‘cities, counties and school cated his vote was a matter of con- 


districts must pay.” 


Council to Meet 
In Miami Jan. 28 

The next meeting of the 
AFL-CIO Executive Council 
will be held in Miami Beach 
starting Jan. 28 unless the 
Executive Committee suggests 
an earlier meeting. 


science. 


The BLF&E, formed in 1873, is 
the first’ of the historically unaffi- 
liated operating rail brotherhoods 
to unite with a labor federation 
within the last half century. . 

The union’s general policy com- 
mittee, which gave final approval to 
the application for merger, had 
been authorized by the 1947 con- 
vention to take such action when 
a was achieved by the AFL and 

O. 


Detroit—A demand for a con-|: 


fix the responsibility for rising] 


chasing power of millions of 


WELL-HEELED REPUBLICANS didn’t have to worry that their 


stock market investments would vanish down the drain while they 


were attending the San Francisco 


GOP convention. E. H. Hutton 


& Co. of New York installed a Dow-Jones ticker in theFairmont 
(headquarters) Hotel and delegates had the advantage of last-second 
quotations from the New York Exchange. 


Michigan Atomic Project 
Hearing Asked by Reuther 


Forest Park, Pa.—A call for public hearings on plans to build 


a big-capacity atomic reactor in heavily populated Monroe County, 


Mich., was voiced this week by the Auto Workers. 


Pres. Walter Reuther, in an-> 


nouncing the union’s position, 
charged that the Atomic Energy 
Commission has suppressed a re- 
port of its Reactor Safeguards Com- 
mittee, which found no assurance 
that the reactor “can be operated 
at this site without public: hazard.” 
The Executive Council an- 
nounced support of the UAW 
and any other unions that may 
also intervene. 

The reactor would have a capac- 
ity of 300,000 kilowatts of thermal 
power. Reuther pointed out that a 
much smaller 1,000-kilowatt reac- 
tor at isolated Arco, Idaho, “went 
wild last November and for six 
months was so radioactive it could 
not be taken down for repair.” 

The Monroe County project 
would be located only 30 miles 
from Detroit and 20 from Toledo— 
in an area where some half-million 
UAW members and their families 
are living. 

‘Most Hazardous’ Type 

Reuther noted that AEC Chair- 
man Lewis Strauss told a congres- 
sional committee this spring that 
a “fast-breeder reactor of the sort 
planned for Monroe County is the 
most hazardous” of all types of 
reactors. 

The AEC’s construction permit 
admitted uncertainty as to the reac- 
tor’s probable operation. It voiced 
fears, which Reuther said “in every- 


day language,” mean that the reac- 
tor might convert itself into a small- 
scale atomic bomb. This is one of 
the hazards which the Reactor Safe- 
guards Committee wants to be as- 
sured against before it gives ap- 
proval to the Monroe reactor, he 
said. 

While the AEC has said a license 
to operate the completed reactor 
will not be issued until it’s proved 
to be safe, Reuther charged that 
final approval “will be based on 
safety standards established by AEC 
which can be changed or ignored 
by AEC, as was done in issuance of 
the construction permit.” 

But by that time, he added, some 
$40 million will be invested in the 
project, and there is a grave dan- 
ger that with so large an invest- 
ment at stake, safety standards 
might again be sacrificed. 


Special Masses Set 
To Mark Labor Day 


Rev. Benjamin L. Masse, S.J., 
associate editor of America maga- 
zine, will deliver the sermon at the 
fourth annual Labor Day mass in 
the Shrine of the Sacred Heart, 
Washington. 

Similar masses will be held in a 
number of cities throughout the 
country. 


18,000.Phone Installers Win 
Pay Hike at Western Electric 


Pay boosts of 8 to 12 cents an hour plus fringe benefits were 


negotiated by the Communications Workers for 18,000 Western 
Electric installation workers in 44 states. 


The settlement removed the® 


threat of a strike that would have 
affected 200,000 phone workers 
across the nation. The installation 
crews work in central telephone 
exchanges. 

Contract talks are in progress for 
Western Electric plant workers em- 
ployed in shops of the wholly- 
owned American Tel. & Tel. sub- 
sidiary. - Eight thousand workers in 
WE radio shops at Winston-Salem, 
Burlington and Greensboro, N. C., 
struck over company demands to 
weaken the arbitration clause and 
another 400 are on strike in Duluth, 
Minn. 

Negotiations are just beginning 
for Bell operating companies. 


Western Electric offered 7 cents 


in early contract parleys but raised 
their sights when a strike was 
threatened. The new terms are 
retroactive to Aug. 20. The cost 
to the company was estimated at 
$4.2 million a year by Joseph E. 
Dunne who headed the CWA bar- 
gaining team. 

The union also won elimination 
of a North-South differential by 
reclassifying some areas into higher 
wage brackets. The new pact pro- 
vides additional holidays in some 
regions to give most installers seven: 
paid holidays a year. There are 
also provisions for narrowing the - 
spread between the top automatic 
progressive wage and the top merit 
rate. 
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Kefauver Tops Nixon on Liberal Votes 
Vice President’s Congressional 
Record Shows Old Guard Views 


An analysis of the voting records of the two vice presidential nominees, Sen. Estes Kefauver 


(D-Tenn.) and Vice Pres. Richard M. Nixon, shows that Kefauver has consistently supported lib- |} 


eral policies and that Nixon’s record was that of an Old Guard Republican. 


Kefauver and Nixon served two years together in the House in the 80th Congress. 


In 1949 


Kefauver went to the Senate, and Nixon remained in the House, but in 1951 Nixon also jumped to 


the Senate. 

Nixon, who is advanced now as 
spokesman: for Pres. Eisenhower’s 
“moderate progressivism,” in the 
Senate voted against the recommen- 
dations of labor on public housing, 
the tidelands oil bill, and the Mc- 
Carran-Walter immigration bill. 

He voted against federal grants 
to help medical schools train more 
physicians and other health work- 
ers—a Truman proposal taken over 
this year by Eisenhower. He voted 
for the Jenner amendment to al- 
low publication of the names of 
persons on public assistance rolls. 

His friendly-to-people votes came 
on an Alaska statehood resolution, 
the St. Lawrence Seaway and a bill 
to control illegal Mexican wet- 
backs. 


for federal grants to aid medical 
schools, voted for 45,000 public 
housing units (instead of the 5,- 
000 Nixon favored), voted for 
Alaska statehood and was paired 
in favor of aid to the states for 
‘public health and the St. Law- 
rence Seaway. 

He was absent, during the presi- 
dential primary campaign, on the 
votes on wetbacks and the effort 
to sustain Pres. Truman’s veto of 
the McCarran-Walter bill. 


Anti-Labor on T-H 
In the 81st Congress, Nixon 
moved directly against labor in vot- 
ing twice to kill efforts to repeal 
the Taft-Hartley Act. He voted to 


cut off all public housing, voted 
against middle-income housing, 
voted to cut a million workers from 


Text of President’s 
Labor Day Message 


On this Labor Day 1956, America enjoys unprecedented oppor- 
tunity. This opportunity is the result of the great God-given forces 
which quicken our Nation’s progress. Today we celebrate the most 
fundamental of those great forces—labor. The working men and 
women of the United States have built our country and they pro- 
vide vivid testimony to the world of the strength of our free govern- 
ment. 

While our progress has been inspiring, we cannot rest on our 
accomplishments. There is much to be done to meet the oppor- 
tunities ahead. 

There are more than 66 million men and women employed in 
the United States but there are still those who seek a job and can- 
not find one. As long as this is so, the Government must seek to 
perfect its ways of helping people find jobs and providing security 
for those who are unemployed through no fault of their own. 

Our skilled work force is the greatest in the world but it is not 
large enough to meet the ever-growing demands of our Nation. 
This is an opportunity which labor and management, education and 
Government, and all vital segments of our society must meet. 

We are a Nation blessed with freedom and proud of our democ- 
racy, and we have advanced toward equality of.economic and em- 
ployment opportunities, but this task is not complete. There is 
more for all of us to do in securing the right of each American to 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

On this Labor Day 1956, let us fix our eyes upon the future, 


confident that we can make our land an even better place in which 
to live full and useful lives. 


Text of Stevenson’s 


Labor Day Message 


To the American trade union movement, with its millions of 
working men and women and its responsible leadership, go my 
heartfelt wishes for an ever brighter future as we once more com- 
memorate Labor Day. 


Kefauver, in contrast, voted 
against the Jenner proposal, voted 


It is heartening to me that millions of American men and women, 
working together in effective union, hold the creative potential to 
wipe out man’s ancient enemies of hunger, poverty, and disease. 

The same minds and skilled hands that have produced the revolu- 
tionary technological progress of recent years hold the key to fur- 
ther economic abundance. But that abundance is meaningless un- 
less it is shared by those who have so clearly helped create it. 

As a candidate for our highest office, I firmly believe that Ameri- 
can working men and women seek no narrow “special interest” from 
any political party. But they have seen progress recorded through 
fair and proper recognition on the part of our government of or- 
ganized labor’s right and responsibility to a equally in the 
processes of our democratic society. 

As a Democrat, I am proud that all, or nearly all of labor’s mod- 
ern gains were fostered by my party. And I can add that, with your 


support, there is no reason why we cannot resume the task of mak- 
ing this a better country for everybody. 


wage-hour protection, voted wrong 


on a bill to destroy federal regula- | } 


tion of natural gas prices. 


He voted to send back to com- 
mittee (that is, kill) a bill to liberal- 
ize the social security system. He 
voted to knock out enforcement 
powers of a proposed Fair Em- 
ployment Practices Commission. 
He voted to recommit (kill) an ex- 
tension of the reciprocal trade pro- 
gram. He voted for abolition of 
the poll tax—a bill Kefauver three 
times sponsored. 

Kefauver, in the 8ist Congress, 
voted for sound Taft-Hartley 
amendments, for public housing, 
for the liberalized social security 
bill. 

He favored a bill to raise the 
minimum wage from 40 cents to 75 
cents an hour. He voted against 
the natural gas gouge and supported 
an effort to curb filibusters. 


Steel Strike Votes 

Nixon in 1952 voted in the Sen- 
ate asking- Truman to apply a Taft- 
Hartley injunction against steel 
workers forced on a long strike 
through refusal of the companies 
to accept settlement proposals of 
the Wage Stabilization Board. 

Kefauver, on the other hand, 
voted in 1949 for an amendment 
to abolish so-called “nationat emer- 


gency” injunctions. 


Nixon had few votes in 1953-56 


‘because he could cast a decision 


only in case of Senate ties. He was 
believed ready, however, to break a 
tie to beat the Eisenhower-opposed 
social security amendment author- 
izing disability benefits. The amend- 
ment passed, 47 to 45, and Nixon 
had no voice. 

Kefauver voted for the amend- 
ment. 

As vice president in 1956 Nixon 
cast only two votes. 

On one he voted against a Sen- 
ate farm bill amendment to support 
prices on basic crops at 90 percent 
of parity. On the second he cast a 
tie-breaking vote to block adoption 
of a Davis-Bacon “prevailing wage” 
section in the highway bill. The 
effect of the latter was reversed 
when an amendment by Sen. Den- 
nis Chavez (D-N.M.) in favor of 
a Davis - Bacon Provision was 
adopted. 


Richard M. Nixon _ 


Estes Kefauver 


COPE Sets "R’ Weeks 
To Spur Registration 


Forest Park, Pa——The AFL-CIO Committee on Political Educa- 
tion announced the designation of a series of “R” Weeks to stimu- 


late voting registrations in the various states. 


“R” Week has been designated 
as Sept. 10-15 in Ohio, California 
and Pennsylvania. 


In 34 other states, where regis- 
tration rolls are open, Oct. 1-6 will 
constitute “R” Week. 

The committee called upon all 
affiliated organizations in the states 
to make special efforts during the 
“R” Week periods to use all their 
resources to speed the job of regis- 
tration for the November elections. 


Every Member Registered 

“Our goal is every union mem- 
ber a registered voter,” COPE 
said. 

“We regard the achievement of 
this as a minimum contribution to 
the strength of our cherished form 
of government. 

“American democracy has its 
roots in the full participation in 
the electoral process of all citizens. 
It derives its strength and nourish- 
ment from the wisdom and judg- 
ment of the people expressed at 
the polls on Election Day.” 

COPE Co-Directors Jack Kroll 
and James McDevitt amplified 
the committee’s determination to 
move ahead on registration and 
other political education projects 
with all speed between now and 
Election Day. 

McDevitt told reporters that 
COPE endorsements in the states 
and congressional districts would, 
as they have been in the past, be 
based on the records of achieve- 


self a thoroughly gracious host. 


burg. 


at low cost. 


able for guests. 


Worker’s Vacation Resort 
Site of Council Meeting 

Forest Park, Pa.—The scene of the AFL-CIO Executive Coun- 
cil meeting was a 1,000-acre workers’ vacation resort operated by 
the Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union. 


And the union—from Pres. David Dubinsky down to the most 
junior member of the 300-person Unity House staffi—proved it-. 


Members of the Executive Council, the AFL-CIO staff and a 
large number of newspaper reporters were housed in the various 
‘central lodges or in family cottages that dot the camp site. It is 
located near the Delaware River, a few miles north of Strouds- 


Unity House is a non-profit enterprise of the Garment Work- 
ers. Established in 1919, it has evolved through the years into a 
large modern resort offering fine accommodations and good food 


In addition, it has served the ILG and other labor unions as a 
setting for educational institutes, conferences and seminar ses- 
sions during the summer months. 

A wide variety of athletic facilities, swimming and fishing, a 
huge dining room and a number of recreation rooms are avail- 


Three price scales are in effect. The lowest is for ILG mem- 
bers; a slightly higher rate applies to members of other AFL- 
CIO unions, and still another rate is for the general public. 

But even the highest rate is far below that of comparable 
vacation resorts. It is a real bargain for any vacationer. 


ment of the candidates, their per- 
formances and their promises. 

Some GOP Endorsements 

It was emphasized that these en- 
dorsements are based not on polit- 
ical party but on the candidates 
and their positions. McDevitt esti- 
mated as “a rough guess” that up 
to 25 Republican candidates for 
Congress might win local COPE 
endorsements.” 
Kroll added that COPE has 
been looking around for good, lib- 
eral GOP candidates meriting en- 
dorsement for the Senate but, he 
said, no one has been able to find 
one yet. 

McDevitt pointed out that in 
Pennsylvania, for instance, two 
Republican congressmen — Reps. 
James Fulton and Robert Corbett 
—from the Pittsburgh area, had 
already been endorsed. 

COPE will make an intensive 
effort, once the General Board has 
decided to endorse formally 
Stevenson and Kefauver, to “en- 
list the aid of all our unions in sup- 
port of the endorsed candidates for 
President and vice president,” the 
COPE directors said. 

Kroll said a meeting of the 
COPE Committee here had dis- 
cussed plans and methods for the 
coming campaign and that he ex- 
pected “the biggest registration 
ever” during the coming drive. 

Voter Apathy Dissipated 

He conceded that until the time 
of the political conventions, there 
had been a certain amount of 
apathy among the electorate con- 
cerning the national campaigns, 
but said he felt that there is now 
considerable heightened interest. 

Some 3,500 to 4,000 union offi- 
cials have ‘attended a series of 
COPE regional meetings in recent 
months, the COPE officials said. 

Both co-directors voiced hope 
that voluntary contributions to 
COPE would reach a high level— 
but Kroll cautioned reporters it 
would not be as high as newspaper 
scare stories would indicate. 

The COPE officials hailed the 
AFL-CIO decision to send voting 
records to every union member. 

“Bad politicians hate that voting 
record like. poison,” Kroll said. 


“They'd like to hide their voting 
records and they’re annoyed at the 
fact that we publicize them and 
bring the facts home to the peo- 
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Stevenson and Kefauver 
HE Executive Council acted on the AFL-CIO’s announced pur- 
pose of judging political campaigns on the basis of “candidates 


and platforms” when it endorsed the Stevenson-Kefauver ticket for e 


national office. 

The AFL-CIO is not part of either major political party. It made 
_no efforts to intrude on the nominating processes of the national 
* parties. It is not tied to either party. 


Working people, including individual members of AFL-CIO affili-| ‘3% 


ates, will vote exactly as they please when they enter the booths on 


Nov. 6. Nobody can “dictate” to them, and the freedom of each to P 


. vote for candidates of his choice is absolute. 


Labor has had a long history, however, of seeking in politics to i 


“reward its friends and oppose its enemies.” This freedom in the 
political field is also part of the American tradition. 

The Stevenson-Kefauver ticket was endorsed because the Exec- 
utive Council considered that on the basis of the candidates, plat- 
forms and records, a victory for Stevenson and Kefauver would 
be good for labor and good for the people of the whole nation. 


When the time comes that state and local candidates must be 
considered, state and local labor groups will follow exactly the same 
principles in choosing those whom they endorse. 


A Pledge in the Fulfillment 


WHEN the Executive Council took action directing one interna- 
tional union to “show cause” why it should not be suspended, 
and warned two others that they were under investigation, the effect 
was simply to implement the declared determination that the AFL- 
CIO would “clean its own house.” 


Pres. George Meany and others have repeatedly stated publicly 
our view toward employe pension and welfare funds—that every 
penny of these funds belongs to the workers, that every penny must 
be held in trust for the benefit of the workers. 


There isn’t going to be any funny business with welfare fund 
money that will be overlooked or winked at by the AFL-CIO and 
its Ethical Practices Committee. 


A report from the Committee on Ethical Practices furthermore 
warned all affiliated unions that each must recognize that the pur- 
pose of issuing local union charters is to “promote the general 
welfare of workers.” 


The constitution, said the committee, “makes it clear that no 
affiliate has an autonomous right to permit corrupt or unethical 
practices which endanger the good name of the trade union move- 
ment.” Each international must be clean and decent and make sure 
that its locals are clean and decent. 


The AFL-CIO strongly endorsed thé-principles of the Douglas 
bill to compel registration of all employe pension and welfare funds 
with a federal government agency, to force accounting of these 
funds, to publish the records to the employes who are their 
beneficiaries. 

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill) has had no comparable support 
from the insurance companies and banks which handle these vast 
funds or from the employers who frequently administer them. A 
little assistance from the respectable gentlemen of banking, insurance 
and business would be welcome. 
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Wilson faae Reealls Role 


As One of Labor’s Great Friends 


Labor Day 1956, when the men! 
and women of America’s trade un- 
ions look back to the glories of the 
past and the promise of the future, 
is a time for recalling the memory 
of one of labor’s great friends. 


The man is Woodrow Wilson. 
Born 100 years ago, a schoolteach- 
er, a college president, a governor, 
he became President of the United 
States in 1912. 

The surge of recognition began, 
when the Congress established a 
Wilson Centennial Commission to 
arrange appropriate observance of 
the 28th President’s centenary. 
Pres. Eisenhower followed with a 
proclamation calling upon all 
Americans to participate. 


Accomplishments for Labor 

The research work of Woodrow 
Wilson Centennial Celebration 
Commission has brought to light 
again many of his accomplishments 
on behalf of America’s working 
men and women. 

Addressing the convention of the 
American Federation of Labor in 
November 1917, for instance, Wil 
son said: “While we are fighting for 
freedom, we must see, among other 
things, that labor is free.” 

Samuel Gompers, referring to 
Wilson’s achievements in behalf of 
organized labor, said: “We are no 
longer journeying in the wilderness 

. » we are no longer in the season 


harvest time.” 
Tribute from AFL 

In February 1924, tribute was 
paid to the memory of Woodrow 
Wilson by some 100 labor leaders 
gathered at AFL headquarters in 
Washington. They said: “The wage 
earners of America will forever 
cherish the name of Woodrow Wil- 
son. He was the true representa- 
tive of the idealism upon which 
our republic is founded and’ of the 
spirit of indomitable purpose and 
honesty which is at the heart of 
America.” 


What were the accomplishments 


of Pres. Wilson that elicited so 
much praise? The list is.long. 

It was during the Wilson Admin- 
istration, in 1913, that the United 


States Dept. of Labor was estab- 
lished. As first secretary of labor, 
the President appointed a trade un- 


ionist and a member of Congress, 
William B. Wilson—a namesake of 
no relation to Woodrow Wilson. 
Signed Clayton Law 

In 1914, the Clayton Anti-Trust 
law, with its clear limitation of the 
use of anti-labor injunctions and 
its protection of labor’s essential 
right to organize, was passed with 
the President's blessing. 

In 1916, the President approved 
a federal child Iabor law, later de- 
clared unconstitutional; and in 
1919, a second such act was signed, 
also to be later declared uncon- 
stitutional by the Supreme Court. 

In 1918, Congress passed, with 
presidential blessing, a minimum 
wage law for the District of Co- 


lumbia. That, too, the Supreme 
Court later declared unconstitu- 
tional. 

Helped Create ILO 

It was Woodrow Wilson, assisted 
by AFL Pres. Gompers, Who suc- 
cessfully fought for the creation of 
the Intl. Labor Organization as a 
part of the League of Nations; the 
ILO was the only League of Na- 
tions agency inherited by the United 
Nations and it is now a specialized 
agency of the UN. 

Of the ILO, Wilson said in 1919: 
“It is one of the greatest progres- 
sive achievements of the peace con- 
ference.” 

In his book, The New Freedom, 
Wilson set forth his labor philoso- 
phy: 

“To carry out this program of 
humanization, two kinds of activity 
on the part of government were 
necessary: one, positive legislation 
in behalf of labor; the other, con- 


ciliation and arbitration in the con- 
flicts between capital and labor.” 
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COPE on Labor Day 
Urges Registration 


By Jack Kroll and James L. McDevitt 
Co-Directors, Committee on Political Education 


Tes Labor Day, we would like to suggest that every AFL-CIO 
member ask himself: Am I registered so I can vote? 

There is only one way to get legislation favorable to all the people. 
That is to elect to Congress, the state legislatures, the county boards 
and the city councils candidates who believe that our national, state 
and local laws should be fair to all—not weighted on the side of 
special interests. 

They are candidates who oppose allowing states to outlaw the 
right to strike and picket. They believe in keeping farm income at 
a level that gives the family farmer a fair return for his products. 

They favor plugging tax loopholes that allow rich stockholders 
and oil barons to escape bearing their share of the cost of govern- 
ment. They are against giving away our oil resources and our 
water power and labeling TVA “creeping socialism.” 

x € @ 


UT before we can elect such men and women to our legislative 
bodies, we all must be registered to vote. It won’t do any 
good to go to the polls on Election Day—no matter how mad we 
are—unless we have registered. 
Let’s all be sure we are registered—-NOW. 
Liberal candidates, of course, have to meet the expenses of carry- 
ing on their campaigns just like reactionaries do. But the liberals 
can’t raise money from rich people and corporations. They can 
look only to persons with medium and small incomes. 
That means, chiefly they have to depend on working men and 
women to help them meet their bills for such things as radio and 
television appearances, secretarial help, advertising, publicity and a 
hundred-and-one other items. 
The simplest and most effective way for trade unionists to help 
these candidates, and to guarantee a secure future for themselves, is 
to contribute voluntarily a dollar—or more—to COPE. Fifty cents 
of each dollar contributed is used by local and state committees on 
political education. The other half is used by national COPE to 
aid worthy candidates for national offices. 


So, again, we suggest that you ask yourself: 


Have I registered to vote? Have I voluntarily contributed one 
dollar to COPE? 


Union Label Buying 
Strengthens Labor 


By John J. Mara 
President, Union Label and Service Trades Dept. 


FOR many years, the strike, and the right to strike, have been 
recognized as probably the most powerful instruments in the 
hands of organized labor. Originally, labor unions were organized 
for just one thing—to better the wages, working conditions and 
living conditions of the men and women who toil. 

Whenever unions reach an impasse where the usual procedures 
of collective bargaining seem inadequate, then, as a last resort, the 


members are asked to demonstrate their economic power by going 


on strike. 


There is, however, another way in which to demonstrate our 


economic power which, if all union members and their families 


stick together, would also attain great results for all workers. It fs 
would possibly eliminate some strikes, although there is no real | : 


substitute for them, except where contracts are in effect between 
unions and employers providing for arbitration of disputes or issues 
which cannot be settled by mutual agreement. ; 

This other way is to take the Union Label Pledge: “I promise to 
patronize only those firms which display the Union Label, Shop 


By Eugene A. Kelley 

HE first Labor Day since the AFL-CIO merger 
will see millions of American unionists heading 
for lakes, seashore and mountains to mark the oc- 
casion Peter- McGuire instituted 74 years ago. 
Millions more will join with their fellow trade 
union members in formal observance of the only 
holiday set aside to honor the working men and 
women of the nation and their contribution to its 
continued growth. 
All but a tiny handful. of those who mark the day 
will note the advances made by the two federations. 
which néw make up the AFL-CIO during their 
separate careers, and the strides taken by the AFL- 
CIO. since George Meany and Walter P. Reuther 
together brought down a gavel in New York City to 
bring the new organization into being. 

‘Let's Look at AFL-CIO Record’ 
If Labor Day, as orators will say, is a time for 
taking stock of labor’s gains over the years, it is 


‘|equally appropriate for looking back at the already 


impressive record compiled by the AFL-CIO since 
the merger date last December. 

The constitution of the AFL-CIO provided two 
years for state central bodies to achieve merger on 
their own initiative. To date, 14 states have fused 
into single entities their federations of labor and 
industrial union councils. Many other states have 
set dates for merger within a few months and an even 
larger, more impressive number, are discussing the 
terms of merger. 

The states which have already merged include 
Arkansas, Tennessee, Missouri, Louisiana, Arizona, 
Montana, Vermont, Colorado, Virginia, Wyoming, 
Oregon, Iowa, South Dakota and Utah. 

On the international union level, too, there has 
been merger, accomplished and contemplated. The 
State, County & Municipal Employes,.a former AFL 
affiliate, has merged with the Government & Civic 
Employes Organizing Committee, a former CIO or- 
ganization. 


Separate conventions of the Meat Cutters & 
Butcher Workmen and the Packinghouse Workers 
have approved terms of merger. Their unity will be 
achieved soon in joint convention. 


Many Unions Discuss Merging 
The Barbers & Beauty Culturists of the former 
CIO have reaffiliated with the Barbers, Hairdressers 


Mie 
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Card or Union Button.” 


First Labor Day Since Merger Marks Gains 


ye (Progress in All Areas of Union Activity 
—=m |brings Added Strength to AFL-CIO 


and Cosmetologists. Merger talks are in various 
stages of progress between a number of other unions 
with a community of interest. 


Labor also has a new home since the two federa- 
tions became onem The AFL-CIO headquarters, 
close by the White House, has already become a 
showplace of the nation’s capital since its formal 
dedication on June 4 by the President of the United 
States. 


From this eight-story headquarters the voice of 
organized labors rings out loud and clear in a single 
voice for the first time in two decades. The pro- 
nouncements of the AFL-CIO are accepted in every 
quarter as. thase of organized labor in the U.S., and 
their effect is felt throughout the free world. 


Directed from this same headquarters are some 
300 organizers, most of them working under the su- 
pervision of the directors of the AFL-CIO’s 22 re- 
gions. About one-third of that number are working 
directly or assisting international unions in organ- 
izing drives in the textile, tobacco and wood in- 
dustries. 

Effects on Legislative Front 

On the legislative front, the positive affects of 
merger are equally apparent. Noteworthy at the 
national level as realizations of labor goals since 
merger are improvements to the social security sys- 
tem, incorporation of the Davis-Bacon provisions in 
the highway construction bill, Senate passage of the 
area redevelopment bills and the Gore-Holifield 
atomic energy measure, pay boosts for postal and 
civil service workers, and flood insurance. 


The AFL-CIO early set up an ethical practices 
committee to eradicate any trace of corruption in the 
trade union movement. This group has already 
made its authority felt. 


The separate political action and education arms 
of the former federations have been welded into the 


Committee on Political Education, which is destined 
to play an important role in the November elections. 


Under merger, the labor press has also achieved 
new stature. The AFL-CIO News weekly reaches 
thousands of leaders in the trade union movement, 
bringing into focus news which is often buried or 
ignored. 

Editors of the two former federations have united 
in the Intl. Labor Press Association to improve their 
products and to eliminate the racketeering publica- 
tions trading on labor’s name. 
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UNION ROYALTY, no less! Dennis Selasky, 7, whose dad is a 


member of the Fire Fighters, and Linda Johnson, 7, daughter of a| - 


member of Barbers Local 522, were chosen king and queen of the 
Detroit “Riverama,” a citywide water festival. In addition to their 
crowns and an auto tour of Detroit, they had trips to Los Angeles 
and New York for television appearances. 


Bread and Butter Facts: 


Government Action 
Needed on Hospitals 


By Lane Kirkland 
Assistant Director, Dept. of Social Security 

I ees health needs of the nation are growing at such a pace that 

vigorous public action is required just to keep our resources up 
to the past level of inadequacy. Like the character in “Alice in 
Wonderland,” we must run hard in order to stay in the same rela- 
tive Position. A measure of real progress requires an extra effort, 
with energetic leadership on the part 
of the government. . 

Ten years of experience under the 
Hill-Burton Hospital Survey and Con- 
struction Act proves this point. When 
that act was signed into law in Au- 
gust 1946, surveys revealed an ap- 
palling shortage of hospitals and 
other health facilities. More than 
10,000,000 people lived in areas 
without acceptable hospitals of any 
kind, and many millions more in 
areas with inadequate or obsolete 
facilities. There was an over-all na- 
tion-wide deficit of more than 900,- 
000 hospital beds. 

Through the instrument of federal 
grants-in-aid, the Hill-Burton Act 
sought to overcome this shortage. Together with matching funds 


- raised within the states and local communities by public and private 


non-profit agencies, these grants served to launch a broad program 
of hospital construction, expansion and renovation, with special 
emphasis upon rural and low-income areas. 

As of June 30, 1956, 10 years later; the program has been re- 
sponsible for the inauguration of more than 3,000 projects, adding 
a total of 135,498 new hospital beds and 748 out-patient units to 
the health resources of the nation. 

Fifty-three percent of the new hospitals that have been built are 
located in areas which had no hospitals at all. Twenty-three per- 
cent are located in areas which had only non-acceptable facilities. 

xs ; 
W HERE does this achievement leave us today, in relation to the 
total volume of need? While their number has been greatly 
reduced, there are still more than three million persons in areas not 
served by any hospital. 

Population growth and the inexorable process of obsolescence 
have added to the deficit at almost as fast a rate as Hill-Burton 
work has subtracted from it. After a decade of concerted federal, 
state and local action, 843,000 additional hospital beds are still 
required to meet the nation’s peacetime needs. 

One reason for the slow rate of progress lies in the failure of 
Congress to provide the fall annual amount of $150,000,000 origi- 
nally planned by the act, Only once, in 1950, has the full sum 
been appropriated. After that, the program suffered, first from the 
Korean War and then from the Eisenhower Administration. 

This year, however, Congress rebelied against the Administra- 
tion’s effort to hold the Hill-Burton program to short rations and 
gave it the highest appropriation since 1950, with $102,000,000 
for hospital construction and $21,000,000 for other facilities. This 
increase, while commendable, is still far short of the necessary goal. 
Construction costs, furthermore, have risen considerably since the 
act was first passed. 

Both parties have now pledged, in their platforms, to support the 
hospital construction program. In the next Congress, the AFL-CIO 
will be around to see if those pledges can be redeemed at the sign 
of the dollar. 


By Sidney Margolius 
N investigation by this department finds that 
contrary to much popular belief found even 
sometimes among union people, union-made and sold 
goods in general are no more expensive than non- 
union goods, and sometimes even cost less. 

Moreover, our research reveals, the fet that an 
item is union-made 
is an indication that 
it is more likely to 
be good quality. In 
fact, these findings 
indicate that the un- 
ion label is actually 
a more teliable guide - 
to good quality than 
the seals of commen- 
dation or “guaran- 
tee” given their ad- 
vertisers by commer- 
cial magazines such 
as Good Housekeep- 
ing and Parents Mag- 
azine. 

During the past 
year, this department has investigated comparative 
quality and values in shees, several clothing and 
apparel items, two types of electrical equipment, ‘and 
eyeglasses. 

In addition we have taken the ratings of three in- 
dependent organizations that make laboratory tests 
of consumer goods and checked’ to see how the 
union-made items compared with non-union items in 
the same tests. 

The results will surprise many consumers who have 
the notion that a union-made product costs more, 
even though they may be willing to pay more to 
further union conditions. You don’t really pay more, 
our findings indicate, and are likely to get better 
quality. 

Here are the facts revealed by this investigation: 

—In one organization’s rating of men’s dun- 


list in terms of quality. In terms of price without 
considering quality, this inferior brand was the same 
price as two higher-quality brands. In another rat- 
ing of work garments, the two non-union brands in a 
list of nine brands, fell into the bottom half of the 
groups in terms of quality and one actually proved to 
be poorer quality than four union-made garments 
that cost less money. 

In fact, the top-quality garment, which turned out 
to be union-made, was priced 20 percent below the 
non-union lower-quality garment. If anything can 
destroy the legend that union-made goods cost more, 
this revelation should. 

—The shoe industry was also surveyed to deter- 

mine how union and non-union brands compare 
in quality alone, and in value (quality in relation to 
price). In the industry, it’s a maxim that the best- 
quality shoes come from areas like Brockton, Mass., 
Chicago and Wisconsin. The finest women’s shoes 
traditionally are produced in New York City-Brook- 
lyn shoe center. Top-quality mass-produced foot- 
wear comes from the St. Louis area. All these are 
unionized areas, while the lower-quality footwear is 
often produced in non-union plants in the South. 

Much of the unbranded footwear, which is usually 
cheaper in price and quality both, is made in non- 
union plants, often by marginal producers, one indus- 
try expert reports. The marginal producers try to 
make a profit from cheap labor, lower-grade ma- 
terials and inferior construction. 


Making Ends Meet: 


garees, the non-union brand placed last on the — 


| Union-Made Goods! Best Buys 


From a standpoint of sheer economics, this lower- 
quality footwear may have a place, this shoe expert 
notes, but it is not good value for a family seeking 
maximum buying power for its dollars. “Value” in 
shoes must be judged not only in terms of price, but 
fit, wear, appearance and ease of repairing (better- 
quality shoes, as in the case of men’s and boys’ shoes 
made with a Goodyear welt, can. be resoled without 
being diminished in size). 

This analysis is confirmed by the comparative tests 
of shoes performed by independent testing organiza- 
tions. In one such test, of the nine best-quality 


. models, eight were union-made and one was non- 


union. Of the eight lowest-quality models, five were 
from non-union factories and three from union shops. 
In the case of two large-volume chains, which have 
shoes made up-for their own private labels by other 
factories, both union and non-union factories make 
the shoes. Significantly, they retail at the same price. 
eae third item investigated was a group of 
electrical equipment rated by two testing agen- 
cies. Of nine household appliances the four top- 
quality brands were all union-made. In another rat- 
ing, of four brands of electrical switches, the only 
one not rated satisfactory quality was made by a 
non-union house. The acceptable ones were union- 
made. 
Ai fourth field investigated was eyeglasses. 
As this department previously reported, we found 
that union-made lenses manufactured by one large 
company were the same price and in several in- 
stances cost less than non-union lenses. In the case 
of eyeglass dispensers (who prepare the eyeglasses in 
accordance with examining doctors’ prescriptions), 


_ there was a great variation in price and some in 


quality. But in general, the more reasonable prices 
were charged by large unionized dispensers. In ad- 
dition, the union shop is an extra safeguard in prep- 
aration of eyeglasses since the optical unions will not 
permit the use of unskilled workers for highly- 
skilled tasks. 
—Another example destroying the legend that 
union-made goods cost more, supplied by Harry 
Avrutin of the New York State Union Label and 
Service Trades Department, is that one leading brand 
of steel-wool soap pads is union-made but the other 
is not. Yet both generally sell for the same price. 
—Hidden value consumers get from union-proc- 
essed goods is the sanitation factor. In at least 
two cases this department has recently observed, 
union insisted on sanitary conditions for handling 
goods affecting public health. 
One is the successful campaign of the Amal- 
gamated Meat Cutters and Butcher Workmen’s union 
against the sale of diseased poultry and against un- 


sanitary conditions in poultry packing plants. The ~ 


other is the case of the Fur Workers Union which 
similarly fights for sanitary conditions in fur proces- 
sing and manufacturing shops. 

These two recent campaigns are representative of 
the insistence of unions in apparel, food and other 
trades where unsatisfactory work conditions can ef- 
fect not only the workers but the public health. 

Why, if one manufacturer pays higher labor rates 
than another, can he sell for the same price? These 
are the reasons: labor production cost actually is only 
a fraction of the retail price of an article; unionized 
workers are generally the more experienced, com- 
petent and productive workers (example is the higher 
production rates with fewer rejects in unionized shoe 
factories); the better-organized, more efficient manu- 
facturers are also more likely to have union contracts. 

Copyright 1956 by Sidney Margolius 


Teach Kids Safety Rules Early 


By Nancy Pratt 
CCIDENTS are now the fourth leading cause 
of death in this country, according to the Na- 
tional Safety Council. And more children between 
the ages of 1 and 14 years are killed in accidents 
than by any disease. 

Attitudes toward safety are learned. From the 
time your child is 
old enough to under- 
stand, start teaching 
him the fundamen- 
tals of safety in the 
home and on the 
road. Keep in mind 
also that you can’t 
teach safety habits 
to children unless 
you practice them 
yourself. Setting a 
good example is all- 
important. 

Remember that 
the 10-year-old sit- 
ting beside you in 
the driver’s seat will 
probably have his own driver’s license in another 
6 or 8 years. If he sees you speeding, it’s not likely 
that he will place much value on cautious driving 


when he grows up. 


A constant chorus of “no’s” and “don’t” isn’t in — 


itself educational. Children need to know “why.” 
Sometimes it even takes a direct experience with a 
hot match to bring home the explanation that “if you 
touch it will burn.” The momentary twitch of pain 
reinforces your warning and may prevent the child 
from experimenting with a matchbox when your 
back is turned. 

Children also need specific skills to cope with 
emergencies. Any child who lives near water should 
be taught to swim at the earliest possible age. Chil- 
dren should also be taught how to roll when they 
fall, to test branches and rocks before putting their 
weight on them when climbing, and to master the 
rudimentary facts about first aid. - 

xk * 

S your home equipped to forestall accidents? Falls 

account for the greatest number of casualties in 
the home and the rates are highest among the very 
young children and older people over 65. 

Furnishings for both youngsters and oldsters 
should be sturdy. Legs of chairs and tables should 
be equipped with rubber cups to prevent them from 
skidding. Avoid highly polished floors or scatter 
rugs. Stairs should always have sturdy guide rails. 

Fires rank second as the cause of home tragedies. 
Make a fire check periodically—clean out litter, have 
wiring checked, remove flammable articles from the 
reach of young children. 
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Soup to Nonsense: 


Connubial Bliss Put to Test 


By Jane Goodsell 


MAN’S idea of shopping is to go to a store that 
carries what he wants, buy it as quickly as Pos- 
sible and leave by the nearest exit. . 

A woman’s concept of shopping is to wander bliss- 
fully from shop to shop, fingering fabrics, trying on 
hats, comparing prices, sending things home on 

approval and gener- 
' ally filling her pretty 

head with new ideas 
of things to buy. 

At no time is the 
difference between 
the sexes so pro- 

~ nounced as when a 
husband and wife 
sally forth together 
into the merchandise 
marts. :" 

These connubial 
shopping expeditions 
are infrequent, due 
to the fact that nei- 
ther party can soon 
forget the horror of 

their previous experiences. But wives are persistent, 

and alt wives have at least one friend who likes to 
tell of the keen interest her husband takes in cheos- 
ing her clothes or the furnishings for their home. 

Stimulated by envy, the wife prods her husband 
with remarks like, “Very funny. Since you have 
such definite opinions on hats, you can come with me 
next time I shop for one.” Or, “After all, Aunt 
Martha is your aunt, and you ought to know what 
she’d like for her birthday better than I do.” 

After several rounds of futile bickering, the hus- 
band sometimes gives in and agrees to meet his wife 
at the main entrance of a local store at 11 a. m. sharp. 

She arrives 15 minutes late and breathless with 
news of the darlingest.costume jewelry, marked down 
to half price. It comes in white, which is nice be- 
cause it goes with everything. But, on the other 


For Your Health’s Sake: 


hand, the pink would be adorable with her dotted 
swiss dress, and she just can’t make up her mind. 
Won’t he come with her and help her decide? 


He will not. He agreed to meet her for the ex- 
press purpose of buying a gift for Aunt Martha, and 
he intends to do precisely that and no more. No, 
he doesn’t think Aunt Martha would like costume 
jewelry. They agree to get her a blouse, and let’s get 
on with it. Where are the blouses? 


xk kk 


HIRTY feet inside the store his wife glimpses a 

herd of women crowded around a counter. Her 
nostrils dilate and her eyes gleam. Whatever it is 
they are selling, it must be a bargain to collect such 
a crowd, and she wants some. Her husband, looking 
as though he is trying not to scream, steers her to- 
ward the blouse department. 

Once there, he reaches a decision with pres 
speed. He picks up a blouse, gives it a casual glance, 
says it looks fine for Aunt Martha, and let’s take it. 
He doesn’t say this to his wife, though, because she 
has drifted off to look at a display of jewelled cash- 
mere sweaters. When he finds her, she is trying on a 
pale yellow cardigan and listening to a sales clerk 
tell her how lovely she looks in it. 

He plucks at her seelve to show her the blouse. 
After a microscopic examination of seams, buttons 
and price tag, she announces that she isn’t sure it’s 
Aunt Martha’s type and, anyway, they ought to look 
around a little more. They might find something 
just as good for less at another store. 

At this point utter frustration sets in. Her hus- 
band may swear an ungentlemanly oath and stalk off, 
leaving her in tears. Or he may simply mop his 


brow, clutch at his collar and settle, in hopeless}, 


despair, for a place to sit down. 


To a man, shopping is a chore roughly akin to|i 
shaving twice in one day. To a woman it is-high |! 
A husband and wife shopping together | ; 
is like playing solitaire with somebody looking over |} 


adventure. 


your shoulder. 
(Distributed by PAI) 


Preventive Services Pay Off 


By Dr. Morris Brand 


NDIVIDUAL initiative is vital in the prevention 

of disease, particularly chronic diseases. Some 
self-preservation suggestions follow: 

YOUR FEET: Feet should be bathed daily and 
dried thoroughly and powdered with an antifungicide. 
Clean socks and dry shoes should be worn at all times. 
Shoes should be 
changed at least once 
a day and be given 
the opportunity to 
dry thoroughly be- 
tween wearings. 

The above recom- 
mendations will re- 
duce the high inci- 
dence of “athlete’s 
foot” which causes a 
considerable amount 
of disability. Need- 
less to say, shoes 
should be well fitted 
with room for the 
toes to expand as we 
step along. Don’t let 
the shoe stores use an x-ray device (fluoroscope) to 
see whether your shoes fit. In most alert cities 
these have been “outlawed” as being dangerous to 
individuals. 

ORAL HYGIENE: Have your teeth and gums 
examined periodically by the dentist. Ask him to 
show you the approved way to brush your teeth and 
massage the gums. Fluoridation of community water 
reduces dental caries as much as 60 to 65 percent. 
If your community has not added this chemical as 
yet, have your dentist apply it to your children’s teeth. 

HEART STRAIN: If there is either swelling of 


To Prevent Tooth Decay: 


the ankles, pain in the heart area or a shortness of 
breath in climbing stairs or small hills which causes 
you to stop whatevar you are doing, see your doctor 
who will undoubtediy perform an electrocardiogram 
in addition to the physical examination. 

ACCIDENT PREVENTION: A large number of 
accidents occur in the home. Because men are the 
chief repairers and do-it-yourself experts home acci- 
dents are more fatal to men than women. Inade- 
quate treatment of injuries are a frequent cause of 
unnecessary prolonged infections and disabilities. Get 
the burn, the cut and the bruise properly treated 
immediately. Your factory or home medical cabinet 
should contain the necessary fresh and clean items 
for first aid. 


YOUR FAMILY DOCTOR: One added preven- 


tive technique rarely considered is that of knowing a. 


local physician whom you can call or visit in an 
urgent situation. The best time to select the family 
doctor is when you are at leisure to do so. The local 
county medical society will give you a list of qualified 
physicians in your neighborhood. If there is no 
society office in your community, ask your hospital 
or your local druggist for suggestions. You can then 
investigate further by asking your neighbors. 

Note the doctor’s name, address and telephone 
number in your telephone book. If you are due for 
a periodic check-up why not have the new doctor 
perform it? In this way you will become acquainted 
and you will have an objective appraisal of his 
ability and personality. 

Perform these do-it-yourself preventive services as 
a service to yourself and your family. Do it as an 
intelligent positive health measure and not out of 
fear or with abnormal anxiety. To be healthy, to 
live longer and to enjoy life to a fuller measure you 
must make the time and the effort. 


Labor Backs Fluoridation Drive 


LUORIDATION of water to prevent tooth decay, 

backed by a large segment of organized labor, is 

being used in more than 1,200 communities with a 
total population of more than 25 million. 

Now a vigorous campaign for treatment of New 
York’s drinking water is being spearheaded by the 
Committee to Protect Our Children’s Teeth, a group 
of 250 professional and civic leaders which includes 
AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany and Pres. Walter P. 
Reuther of the Auto Workers. 

A resolution supporting fluoridation was passed at 
the AFL-CIO founding convention last December. 
The New York City Joint Executive Board of the 
Hotel & Restaurant Employes, also endorsing it, 


declared that “it is ultimately to the concern of the 
unions that the health of the members’ families be 
maintained and protected” in this as well as in 
other ways. 


“There is no doubt as to labor’s direct concern in 
this matter which means so much in terms of the 
health and welfare of every union member,-his fam- 
ily and his community,” said Dr. Louis I. Dublin, 
committee president. 

“Nearly every one of us—19 out of 20—suffers 
from tooth decay. New Yorkers alone spent $100 
million a year for dental care, yet new cavities occur 
faster than old ones can be filled, and neglected tooth 
decay can lead to much more serious problems.” 


f 
‘AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. 
Magazine Feature Section Saturday, alee 31,1956 ~~ FF 


Hollywood Observer: 
Ten Commandments 
Honest Biblical Film 


By Paul Patrick 


OLLYWOOD—If Moses were alive in this modern day and 
age, would he support the principle of the union shop? I’m 
inclined to believe he would, fot, after all, didn’t Moses establish 
the first shorter work week when he handed down God’s Ten Com- 
mandments? . And unions have continued to improve the lot of all 

who toil. 

Having thus made our © position clear on this pertinent point, let’s 
discuss briefly what well may be one of the greatest motion pictures 
of all time, not only in boxoffice income and attendance, and in its 
breadth and scope and integrity, but possibly in its worldwide effect 
on the minds of men. 
I refer to Cecil B. DeMille’s production, “The Ten Command- 
ments,” now in the final stages of editing for Paramount roadshow 
-release in November. 


Ten Commandments.” 


great work was done under union shop conditions. 
doubt Moses would have approved. 


Total production cost of the picture is now expected to exceed 


$13,000,000 and may reach $15,000,000. 


“The Ten Commandments” is the honest, dedicated Biblical 


drama of Moses, prophet, law-giver and leader of downtrodden 
people, revered in the religions of Christian, Jew and Moslem alike. 


This living re-creation of one of the most significant stories in the 


eternal struggle of mankind runs on the screen for 3 hours.and 45 
minutes, broken by an intermission. 


There were 53 star and featured roles and a total of 488 speaking 


parts. Among those in the imposing cast are Charlton Heston, Yul 
Brynner, Anne Baxter, Edward G. Robinson, Yvonne DeCarlo, 


Debra Paget, John Derek, Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke, Nina Foch, 
Martha Scott, Judith Anderson, 
Vincent. Price, John Carradine, 
Henry Wilcoxon, Olive Deering, 
Douglas Dumbrille, Donald Cur- 
tis, Julia Faye, Ian Keith and 
many others. 

Moses believed in keeping his 
people employed and, I must ad- 
mit, so does this strange and — 
contradictory genius, DeMille. 
Whenever DeMille puts a picture 
into production, hundreds of 
American workmen know they'll 
have jobs for months. 

For instance: Scores of Holly- 
wood carpenters put in over 93,- 
000 man hours of work on “The 
There were 60 painters, 60 plasterers, 200 
laborers, 65 machinists, 5 plumbers, 50 prop men and 75 “grips,” 
to list only some of the craftsmen who drew pay checks. 

The first.““The Ten Commandments,” produced. and directed by 
DeMille in 1923, contained a four-reel Biblical prologue to a mod- 
ern story. The current production is not a remake in any sense of 
the word for it deals in its entirety with the story of Moses. 

No matter how you look at it, “The Ten Commandments” will 


Charlton Heston 


be a landmark in cinema history and a glorious achievement of 
Hollywood craftsmen. 


Perhaps there should be added the footnote that most of this 
There’s no 


MISS UNION MAID of 1956 will be chosen from this bevy, semi- 
finalists in the contest sponsored by the Union Label & Service 
Trades Council of Greater New York. Seated are (from left) Mary 
Ellen Dineen, Office Employes Local 153, and Rose Marie De Mato 
and Cavol Serao, Building Service Employes Local 32B; standing, 
Wanda Brown, Hotel & Club Employes Local 6; Bernadette Sin- 
clair, Building Service Employes Local 144; Irene E. Stroff and 
Terry Cole, Dining Room Employes Local 1; Vivian Marshall, 
Local 144, and Mary E. Spicer, Local 32B. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C. , Se 
10 Saturday, September 1, 1956 Magazine Feature Section 


Steelworkers Bone Up on Foreign Affairs 


WILLIAM KEMSLEY, ICFTU representative to the UN, with 
: se <8 members of the Steelworkers attending first course on foreign events 
‘ KNOWLEDGE GAINED from the week-long course is shown by the Steelworkers at the final session. conducted anywhere by the AFL-CIO Dept. of International Affairs 
The students were divided into four teams to present the positions on Algeria of the Arabs, the Senile ‘ten ROR pee f th 
French, the United States and Soviet Russia. Instructors, in foreground, and students listen to 9 Pennsylvania State University. The vital importance of the UN 
“Arabs,” not shown in photograph, expound their views. _ as an instrument of peace was stressed. 


SOO ie 


SOS ae 


So 


THE LOWDOWN ON ICFTU, its regional organizations and sec- 


retariats and on U.S. foreign policy is given by Michael Ross, 4 poINT IS MADE for the Steelworkers by Anthony S. Luchek, head of the University’s labor 
assistant director of the Dept. of International Affairs. Henry Rutz, education service. This was the first course on international affairs to be given at the 11-year-old 
Harry H. Pollak and Daniel Benedict of the department also taught. institute, which is sponsored by the unidn and the university’s labor education service. 


COURSE 1s OPENED by George T. Brown, director’ of the Dept. 
of International Affairs. “If war comes,” he said, “the largest nuim- 


os 


das 


DISCUSSING OR THINKING about international affairs are some of the Steelworkers shown leaving bet Of dead, the wounded, the homeless and the miserable will come 
the Extension Conference Center at the University, where the sessions were held. The students said from ranks of wage earners.” Students learned importance of eco- 
they were ready to tell the members of their locals world events are really bread-and-butter issues. nomic cooperation between nations in the world struggle. 
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Vandercook Says: 


| WASHINGTON Cynicism on Politics Hurts U. S. 
* (This column is excerpted from the nightly so.reckless of his own and his country’s future, as 


Willard Shelton — broadcasts of John W. Vandercook, ABC com- to shrug and say that “all politicians are alike”; “all 


IT IS SOMEHOW DELIGHTFUL to realize that the Republi-| ™niator, sponsored by the. AFL-CIO.) ~ politicians are crooks and phonies.” - That “what’s 
cans have discovered an authentic GOP egghead, Arthur Larson,| jt seems to be established, that vast in numbers the use of a guy like me taking any interest in poli- 
who can talk to Pres. Eisenhower without making the President feel| though the home audience was, which gave its at- tics, the whole thing’s fixed.” 
uncomfortable. This is a considerable achievement, although Lar-| tention to the immensely important business of 

-son’s recent Republican pronouncements are more political than| choosing candidates for the. American presidency, 


As a practical matter of our chances of survival 


, r as a true, functioning democracy, that kind of talk 
scholarly. that audience was not nearly so large as that which i, surely as subversive in its influence as any doc- 

Larson has been around this town for about two and a half years sometimes tunes in on programs of pure and simple tring ever smuggled from. abroad. That kind of 
as undersecretary of the Labor Dept. He is an expert in certain ai (sometimes very simple) 


street-corner cynicism (if one who has attended and 
known many politicians for a long time may make 
a flat statement) has this essential characteristic of 
Pisin ie z both great subversiveness—that it is utterly untrue. 
vi aie tee Pics __As the broadcasts from Chicago and San Fran- 
what is astonishing—what CSCO Bave every citizen a chance to find out—all 
is disturbing — is that politicians emphatically are not alike. Very few 
nearly two out of every -are dishonest. And, the vast public maneuverings 
three citizens of: the of our political parties are not and cannot be “fixed. 
United States presumably No political process could have been less pre-ar- 


entertainment. 


fields of what we now call social security. It is fair to say that he is Not ° every ‘minnte .of 


better known as an expert in state workmen’s compensation laws— 
a basic if older form of social perunny-—than the forms that began 
with the New Deal. 

There is no doubt, however, that he has the general’s ear. 

Larson wrote a book, A Republican Looks at His Party, that 
claimed many things good and wise for the GOP. The general 
responded with whatever phrase he uses privately as the equivalent 
for his: public “By golly!” 


3 - ranged than was the selection of both the presiden- 

xk *& oot pecan) age tial and the vice presidential candidates in Chicago 

ODDLY ENOUGH, a good many Republicans have been suffer- cide whether or not the oe i nd npenie b nr a nd apirrens ‘ 

ing pain about the fact that eggheads seem to be pro-Democratic. activities of their own chosen political leaders were i : Se a . a thn Oh se — 

The hard-boiled Republican National Committee campaign director, sac arias, Sy de wee Nixon dase dead be Bem ‘te sotcnd ary, 

Robert Humphreys, in a recent speech to GOP ladies, complained| | believe I know one answer. It is a disturbing - ie , di Aly 

that their party had been negligent in allowing Democrats a monop-|295Wer- It is this: somehow, a great and rising AICS par A es og ee eee 
ly of “intellectuals.” cynicism infects America about the processes of  tiClans Is to distrust ourselves. 

mh Clifford Case articulate New Jersey Republican, is drum a Pe eer eer on ane oe oteny mame oe Be eee are ee te, oe 


. be ; ‘ pike Bids: level, in every locality, it has become easy to find | suffocate and die than in the corrosive air of unjust, 
ming up a cultural committee of “artists and scientists who Sup-| the smart aleck who is so ill-taught, who is, indeed, _ ill-taught, unfair suspicion. 
port Republicans. The GOP may be super-confident in this pre- 


election period but literate gentlemen like Case, Humphreys and| New Labor History: 
Larson see no sense in leaving the whole egghead field to the 


Dene te gy Hotel Union Defeated Crooks, Reds 


UNDERSECRETARY LARSON appeared on Aug. 26 as guest 
on the NBC program, Meet the Press. 


By Alexander Uhl - ‘bartender himself, became president of the union in 


' ; : ; dt it 

It was fascinating to hear him described by the moderator, Ned| ._ Le nl ge ges ap aa a foot. : “it was Ed os wi mie dase a se 

Brooks, “ ed oe pera a (It is possible that ment “itself, it would be difficult to. beat “Union respectable,” one old timer was quoted as saying. 

ape aie aap is oo “i — nae Ae) House, Union Bar,” the story of the Hotel and Res- But Flore made the union more than merely “re- 
was even more fascinating to hear Larson echo his book argu- 


: : . |taurant Employes and Bartenders International Spectable,”~important as that was. He gave it the 
ment that if one considers the “full span” of the GOP, the Republi-| Union. "strength with which to fight the corrupt elements that 


cans “established every single principle on which the New Deal was| Just out, it’s written by Matthew Josephson, author Sought to creep into it during the days of prohibition, 
based in the first analysis.” (It may be that Larson, on reading this} of “The M&pber Barons” which made such a stir back driving out the New York racketeers who had in- 


sentence of the transcript, shrank from his own phraseology.) in, 1934 and numerous other books that have won — it. Mon brane Sy through a period that 
It was most fascinating of all to hear Larson assail the Democratic| ketn admiration from: liberal and Issor readers ™S wel have Saronse ~ eta age 

platform on unemployment insurance, for example, as advocaitng thrbughout the years. _ Hugo Ernst, one of the truly civilized” men of 

“federal standards that will be compulsory upon the states.” The book gets its title from the very fact that the his times, succeeded Flore. “I have grown up with 


Larson, the Republican egghead, knows very well—and this re-| Hotel and Restaurant Workers Union originally had ro Peseta * — hyper penatreir re 
porter has adequate reasons for knowing he knows it—that under] its roots in a bartender’s and waiter’s union, almost e hi , ed —- ee. - oe wr > “4 “A r 
Roosevelt the federal government “compelled” the states to adopt| ©#titely made up of Germans who worked in Chi- Se tae he eae eas eer 


Sayer . : me to devote the rest of my life to the betterment of 
unemployment insurance laws “in the first” place. ree be ptiens Fgh nage apellencndey ae oe those who work in our intlostry.” 

Roosevelt did it by persuading Congress to impose an unemploy-| oor. It was Ernst’s job to clean out such Communist 
ment insurance tax on employers, to be rebated to the states only if Now the picture is different. The Hotel and Res- influence as had sought to infiltrate the union, and 
the states adopted unemployment compensation systems of their abies WwW a ce Bet: founded in 1891. “when 15 im this he succeeded. When he died in the summer 
own. ¥ : 


, men had met in the small, shabby office of a local of 1954, he left a fund of respect and affection that 
The Democratic proposal now—founded on the precedent of the| union in a New York side sit” eda has a mem-.  W¢lled over far beyond the confines of his own union. 


thirties—is to set an unemployment payment “floor” under which | bership of more than 400,000, one of the largest and He was not merely one of the great men of the 
the states may not fall. most powerful of American labor unions. union, but of the country as well. : : 
It is, in short, a proposal to use federal authority to “compel” the| Josephson has traced that immense growth largely . And, again, the union was unusually equipped with 
separate states no more strenuously than they were “compelled” a| in terms of the men who made it possible, of the men who had been brought up in its ranks and had 
quarter of a century ago. The times and needs have changed. colorful figures who sometimes brawled when they ong worked under such men as Flore and Ernst. 
ee * couldn’t get their way, in terms of the racketeers who Ed S. Miller who had become secretary-treasurer 
tried to profit from it and were fought up and down now became president, succeeding Ernst. Jack Wein- 
THERE IS A SIDELIGHT to the political conventions that| the line by the decent men of the industry, in terms Derger, who had long been the union's top organizer, 
should be mentioned. C8 phar pone who ~~ yowicneeeny a ol sap Pape srt ipso seer nica’ 

: ht 5 vade it and take it over and in terms of some e “Union House, Union Bar,” is an important con- 
peas ms ass Raa _ ap ames P cess SORES aig So really great statesmen of American labor who saved tribution to this new mature labor literature that is 
ing cath of Tarold EB. otassen's anti-Nixon crusade, looked) i+ from destruction and built it up to its present state. slowly but steadily emerging as a credit not only to 
aig Pe anges “ge he pa os ce. ee a hiring 20 feet} Edward Flore, son of a saloon keeper and a union men but to workers everywhere. (PAD) 

; id not seem to be touched by the make-up artists. 


For his formal television appearance before the convention, he As We See Tt: 
was necessarily the creature of the make-up artists. The general told 


a joint meeting of Congress, when he was a humble military man a OP S { | A 4 d Kd ~ 
few years ago, that the “photographers” were the “arbiters” of our G U ent on l to uca t ton 
times, 


The “arbiters” today are the TV producers and cameramen. Not ITTSBURGH—The Republican Party platform portunities for children of migratory workers,” a» 


“rye makes no promise whatsoever on federal aid to sistance in training exceptional children, programs 
one of them can run an electrocardiogram or an X-ray on ileitis. education, James L. Fitzpatrick, Milwaukee, vice : 


: : to train teachers to “ iti i 
president of the American Federation of Teachers, re moet fae. existent, shortage. ta 


j technical and scientific fields,” and expansion of the 
; h Vv h ns declared. 
Whatever iGppe eee “Ty ‘mecely: points with pride to the White House gulture exchange program. 
Pd > & Conference on Education,” Fitzpatrick said on the ae haba Sag parame sg for ae 
. if . ‘ I aid for construction of schools,” Megel pointed out. 
_ Sa Y AFLAIO redo p Ragree Aa We: Seo Ht, Roerd.6vey “That mandate from representative people from all 
ann a ae . \ the American Broadcasting Co. network. over the country should be implemented.” It should 
— >, m9 \ : Carl Megel, re-elected to his fourth term as presi- have been acted upon in the last Congress and the 
Ze e 3 N \ dent of the AFT, criticized the Democratic Party one before that. It was killed last time by a false 
ff XN % 55. Wr d ‘ | platform for not mentioning teacher salaries. issue of racial prejudice.” 
\ if 7S + Lae “The Democratic plank does not go near far Fitzpatrick emphasized that the Republicans, while 
| YAN ‘ VAY yy AN enough to take care of our problems,” he asserted. not promising federal aid, talked about “increased 
¢ / Fs IN V (al “Teacher salaries are basic. The best school build- state and local efforts to build more classrooms.” 
/ A /\XN | ings ever built are no good unless you have qualified “The plain fact is that we haven’t enough schools 
3 WN NT teachers to handle the classes.” now because the states and local communities don’t 
oor a . NRE " > However the Democrats pledged the party to “leg- have the money. We have no hope except in federal 
wane a ZINIZ 5 islation providing federal financing to assist states aid,” the AFT official stressed. 
jum \ . NY, , ; and local communities to build schools, and to pro- To assure congressional passage of federal aid to 
onie oe a > ’ vide essential health and safety services for all school 


~~ : a education next year, both AFT men said, voters must 
or “SS children,” Megel remarked. check on the record and promises of the men who 


. - He noted that the Democrats were specific in men- seek to represent them in the Senate and House in 
ee° Remember to Re ister! tioning “better educational, health and welfare op- 1957. 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 1956 


Postal Clerks Hear Johnston 
Pledge Fight For Pay Raise 


Chicago—A pledge to fight for pay raises for employes of the federal istainent was delivered by 
Sen. Olin D. Johnston, chairman of the Senate Post Office and Civil Service Committee, at the golden 


jubilee convention of the National Federation of Post Office Clerks. 


More than 1,000 delegates attended the convention, representing 115,000 members in 5,661 local 
unions—the largest number of federal employes in the labor movement. 


Edward B. Goltra, 82 years old,o— 
who was elected president at the 
first tiny convention in the old 
Briggs House, Chicago, in 1906, 
returned 50 years later to call the 
1956 convention to order. He 
servéd as president until 1910. 

Leo E. George, retiring after 33 
years as president of NFPOC, gave 
the convention figures to show that 
federal workers have received the 
smallest increase in real wages since 
1939 of 35 groups studied in a gov- 
ernment survey, except for veterans 
on compensation. 

Wage Lag Noted 

Their wages have risen only 
4 percent, the figures showed, as 
compared to 107 percent for coal 
miners and 89 percent for farm 
laborers. 

“Federal employes,” he said, 
“cannot be expected to remain for- 
ever complacent with wages and 
working conditions so far below 
those enjoyed by workers in pri- 
vate industry.” 

George’s keynote speech called 
attention to the government policy 
of refusing official recognition to 
federal employes’ unions, which 
forces the NFPOC to bargain and 
seek adjustment of grievances 
through congressional legislation. 

The NFPOC constitutionally 
waives the right to strike. 

“We believe that having required 
private employers to deal with the 
employes of private industry, our 
federal government cannot in good 
faith refuse to do any less when 
that government itself is the em- 
ployer,” said George. 

“We believe there is a moral re- 

' sponsibility on the part of the fed- 
eral government to provide, wher- 
ever practicable, that the privileges 
accorded to employes in private 
industry should be extended to pub- 
lice employes, modified of course 
to meet the needs of public service.” 

Johnston told the delegates he 
believes the federal workers are en- 
titled to salary increases. 

“If I am chairman of the Senate 
Committee on Post Office in the 
85th Congress—and I can tell you 
now I certainly expect to be—that 
subject is going to have a high pri- 
ority,” he said. 


He pledged also to press for a 
new law to provide official recogni- 


tion of organizations of postal and 
federal employes. Such a bill was 
recommended to the Senate by his 
committee in July, but never 
reached the floor in the closing 
hours of the session. 


Johnston attacked the national ; 


Administration for recent revisions 
in the Post Office Dept. manual, 
which he described as “an attempt 
to return postal workers to the 
near slave-like conditions existing 
before the enactment of the Lloyd- 
LaFollette Act of 1912.” 

The 1912 “anti-gag” act gave 
civil service workers the right to 
join unions and to petition Con- 
gress. The new restrictions, John- 
ston said, create a form of censor- 
ship and infringe on the right of 
petition. 

“To say that before union litera- 
ture can be circulated, the content 
of that literature and the time, 
place andgmethod of circulation 
must have prior approval—as is 
stated in the revised postal manual 
—is, to my mind, totally in disre- 


Rail Sign 


gard of the ‘anti-gag’ law,” said the 
senator. 

He said the new restrictions, if 
applied to workers in the mines, 
mills and factories, would “lead to 
an outbreak of strikes, or worse.” 


Johnston’s Program 

He pledged himself to fight for 
legislation which would: 

1—Extend the civil service prin- 
ciple of promotion for merit in- 
stead of political influence. 

2—Provide health insurance to 
federal employes on a joint govern- 
ment-employe contributory basis. 
3—Redirect and revitalize the 
Civil Service Commission. 
4—Provide greater job security 
to all federal employes. 
5—Establish a fair and non- 
political loyalty program, which 
would protect the nation against 
subversion and the employe against 
un-American treatment. 

The convention voted to let a 
committee study the feasibility of 
buying a new building for the 
union’s headquarters. 


almen Back 


Wage Hike Demands 


The men who get the country’s trains on the right tracks, the 
Railroad Signalmen, got their 33d biennial convention in Washington 
off on a right track of another sort. coal 

The first order of business, after?— 


the opening ceremonies, was unani- 
mous approval of a strongly worded 
resolution endorsing the demand of 
the non-operating railroads unions 
for a 25-cent-an-hour wage in- 
crease. 

In addition, it called for a speedy 
approval of the strike proposal now 
being voted on in a referendum, 
and bitterly denounced the rail- 
road’s counter-offer of a 6.5-cent 
wage cut. 

“This action will be a notice and 
warning to the carriers and all 
others concerned,” it said, “that 
these railroad workers expect and 
demand treatraent equal to other 
workers, and will not be relegated 
to the position of the under- 
privileged.” 

The action was one of a series 


THREE PRESIDENTS of the National Federation of Post Office 
Clerks get together at their union’s 50th anniversary convention in 
Chicago. Left to right are Edward B. Goltra, 83, the NFPOC’s 
first president from 1906-1910; present Pres. Leo George, who 
retires this year after serving since 1923, and Arthur Honeywell, 
72, who headed the organization from 1914 to 1917. 


the 225 delegates took on industry 
and other matters after Pres. Jesse 
Clark pointed out in his opening 
address that it is only in nations 
where the workers do not have a 
chance to organize and “strive for 
a better way of life” that the evils 
of communism thrive. 

“Through the efforts of organ- 
ized labor,” he added, “the workers 
of America enjoy the highest stand- 
ard of living that exists in the world 
today. So long as these conditions 
exist, we need have no fear of for- 
eign isms.” 

Union. gains since the last con- 
vention, Clark reported, included 
an increase in membership, organi- 
zation of four more small railroads, 
and negotiations in conjunction 
with other non-operating unions 
which raised wages by 14.5 cents 
an hour, yielded an employer- 
financed health and welfare plan, 
obtained paid holidays and length- 
ened vacations. 

AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. 
Schnitzler warned the delegates and 
all union members to look critically 
at election year political promises. 

“This is the year when all of your 
enemies become your friends,” he 
said. “We have no hopes or illu- 
sions that political parties are going 
to write our destinies.” 


Clark and. Sec.-Treas. C. L. 


Bromley were re-elected, as were} 


other officers except Vice Pres. 
John A. Work, who is retiring. In 
his place the delegates chose E. J. 
Burman, a grand lodge representa- 
tive since 1949 and a former signal 
helper on the Canadian National 
Railways. His headquarters will be 
in Chicago. 

Other convention speakers in- 
cluded Pres. George Leighty of the 
Telegraphers, chairman of the non- 
operating unions’ negotiating com- 
mittee; Omer Becu, president of the 
Intl. Transportation Workers Fed- 
eration and of the Intl. Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions; Pres. 
Gorden Freeman of the Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers, and 
Executive Sec. A. E. Lyon of the 
Railway Labor Executive Associa- 
tion. 


convention here. 


PRES. CARL J. MEGEL of the American Federation of Teachers 
who was re-elected without opposition, listening to Sec.-Treas. Harry 
O’Reilly of the AFL-CIO Maritime Dept., guest speaker at the 
AFT annual convention in Pittsburgh. 


Teachers Set $10,000 
Annual Salary Goal 


Pittsburgh—Pres. Carl J. Megel of the Teachers was re-elected 
without opposition to his fourth term at the AFT’s 40th annual 


. Aslate of 16 vice presidents from 
all parts of the country, 10 of them 
new and the others re-elected, was 
also chosen by the delegates. 

A collective bargaining program 
for teachers, listed by Megel in his 
keynote speech as one of the un- 


the important issues discussed at 
length. 

Speaking at a special panc 
Vice Pres. Harrick S. Roth, < 3 
Denver, said that public school 
teachers must “replace collective 
begging with collective bargain- 
ing.” 

He maintained that bargaining 
through a union is “a basically 
democratic process,” and pointed 
out that facts and court decisions 
“do not support the contention of 
some public officials that ‘it isn’t 
legal’ for public employes to bar- 
gain.” 

‘Democracy in Action’ 

On the problems of school dis- 
cipline and juvenile delinquency, 
a resolution passed by the dele- 
gates stated that statistics show 
that “physical attacks on teach- 
ers and students indicate the 
need for consistent and. effective 
measures for dealing with severe 
behavior problems.” It called 


upon boards of education to take 
full responsibility for defending 
teachers in court when necessary. 


ion’s main objectives, was among 


Delegates voted to condemn the 
recently revived “merit rating” sys- 
tem, advocated by some school au- 
thorities “ostensibly to reward un- 
usually good teachers,” as actually 
“a device to hold down real salary 
increases, and advance a favored 
few.” 

The resolution supported instead 
“the principle of a single salary 
schedule, based upon training and 
experience.” The convention also 
voted to increase salary demands 
to a high of $10,000 a year, in 
eight annual steps, with a $5,000 
minimum. 

Vice Presidents Named 

Following are the 16 vice presi- 
dents elected: 

Newly elected: Selma Borchard, 
Washington, D. C.;- Charles Wil- 
liamson, Erie, Pa.; Rose Claffey, 
Lynn, Mass.; Paul B. High, Cleve- 
land; Charles Boyer, Minneapolis, 
Minn.; Kenneth FitzGibbons, Con- 
tra Costa, Calif.; Rosalie Kraus, 
Moline, Ill; Phyllis Hutchinson, 
Portland, Ore.; Florence Sweeney, 
Detroit, and Rebecca Simonson, 
New York City. 

Re-elected: Hope Carey, Paw- 
tucket, R. I.; James: Fitzpatrick, 
Milwaukee; F. Earl McGinnis, 
Wilmington, Del.; Herrick Roth, 
Denver, Colo.; Edwin Jewett, Coun- 
cil Bluffs, Ia., and Veronica Hill, 
New Orleans. 


TAKE A GOOD LOOK at politicians’ promises this election year, 
AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler (center) told the Rail- 
road Signalmen’s convention in Washington. With him are Pres. 
Jesse Clark (left), who was re-elected, and Executive Sec. A. E: 
Lyon of the Railway Labor Executives’ Association, a former presi- 
dent of the brotherhood. 
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Basic Changes Voted Hod Carriers 
By Letter Carriers 


\Plan Building 
7 are changes in the organization of the Let- In Washington 
ters Carriers were voted by delegates to the 40th biennial conven- 


The Intl. Hod Carriers’ Union 
tion here. 


has purchased a site half a block \ 

Constitutional amendments approved give the president authority away ged ga poset a 
to establish a “regionalization” program during the next two years, pica ae “wera ie ae 
abolish the office of treasurer and © erect a new cig * ory building 
combine its duties with those of|12 years of service, and approved for its national “ quarters. 
the secretary in a new office of | resolution calling for a merger of The proposed revactiges* —- 
secretary-treasurer, enlarge the ex-| all postal unions into one arena “ ha gre ae rs. 
ecutive board from five to nine/| tion. $2.5 million an san ete f 
members, and transform the coun-| AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany, located on the N a. eae 
cil of administration into an “ex-|@ featured convention speaker, con- 16th and I se ; gp ew 94 
ecutive council” with all 21 elected | gtatulated the NALC for the im- aera ei ray Spee Sat 
officers serving as members. provements secured this year in the og a % pe “ie is adjacen : 

The changes were recommended civil service retirement law. But t a pe 59 RE A at, ae 
by a national fiscal committee set be warned against complacency. — "the cc ipa eS ae 
up at the 1954 Cleveland conven- Beg sic: pi ag 7. start in January, with construction 
tion, under the chairmanship of| word a etd = beginning at the same time. Com- 
Nelson-®. Sundermeier. peng — ge nag: pletion is expected within 18 

Act on 271 Resolutions i ae pecan Poe months. i 

Highlighting the 271 resolutions} to help face the future. There on ee new gts yp caggets Ge se 
acted upon during the week’s ses-| jg still much to do.” ACCLAIMING THE RE-ELECTION of William C. Doherty | 4S ~or y the architec 
sions was a call for a minimum an-| 4.  arade through the| (Tight) as president of the National Association of Letter Carriers, firm fe Be gg 4 aA hig ser sel el 
nual wage of $5,500 after three) oe oan ae apolis was staged | MTS- Phillis A. Haulk of Newton Falls, O., leads the union’s 40) ®0"* (0 | Opis EAtiee ker Gates 
goers of service for letjer carriem:| 5 “a, aintecde Ge Pires biennial convention in Minneapolis in a demonstration. The confab| Goncttution Hall and the Jefferson 
In ae = —— igs Sa the NALC and the NALC Ladies| Voted Doherty new power for a “regionalization” program. 
seek top grade longevity pay after 


Memorial, among other prominent 
Auxiliaries conventions. It included structures in the nation’s capital. 


32 bands and a number of floats, Plans call for two levels below 
-Cent nd wok wo anda bait nus s| ODE Work N@@ | stu buiing for the parking of 48 
4a-Cent Pact evra mal mene PO Ve ee eee le tiie sma 105 10 
= ity, state and federal officials and feet in size, hased b 
| Ends Strike | iiiee cnc. Union for Protection |S2ree . ’ 
: ‘ ; The Hod Carriers’ headquarters 
1 At Reynolds ecco 


* By Hollace Ransdell has been located in Washington 
_Chairman Olin D. Johnston (D-| Government employes need a strong union to protect them if| since 1940, when the union moved 
= Victory through the winning of S. C.) of the Senate Post Office 


06) —————————— === 


ee Bg ie hs | Conteniieee, oleae ennersl senatiie they are to keep pace with gains made by organized workers in| from Quincy, Mass. At present, it 
ys. - pated “ast Pi se cae pe and representatives ‘who addressed | Private industry, Pres. James A. Campbell of the Government Em- occupies rented space in the Bowen 
WF aine dada ae the ernie Alu- | the convention, announced that he inthe amiga tenti t Le th, K ie tait of zoning of the Dis- 
TE is On ~~ | had just appointed a special advi-|ion’s biennial convention here. penitentiaries at Leavenworth, Kan., . 8 


PP ee sere ccanell %> is Gesee eee | : ae iia , and Lewisburg, Pa., and the Fed-| trict of Columbia must still approve 
Most of the package is similar to ; i a eet damier aalh ‘To stand still while rest Of eral Reformatory at Ashland, Ky.;| the building’s location as the area 
el that crit aig rig ted ag i re :. 7 Sow stvaeehis Yi the economy moves forward is not | Air Force, Marine and Navy bases, | technically is zoned for residential 
coa, except that Reyno wi ae only unfair to the civil servant: it| Veterans’ hospitals and customs of- | use. 
‘ i named NALC Pres. William Do- y 4 
sad make a 3-cent adjustment in some 


workers’ wages to correct inequi-| herty a member of the group. is Unfair to the American people,” pr gts gpg ing ti E nverTrave rs 
oa ties, while Alcoa appropriated 2 “It is becoming increasingly | be seid. government agencies in Washing- Ss 


iso B Cents for this purpose. USWA] clear,” Johnston said, “that the “When the government service | ton. 


di spokesmen said that there was| upward spiral of living costs has | ceases to be competitive with pri-| Sen. Olin Johnston (D-S. C.), one Ne ame B ur ke e 
in | oreater divergence in Reynolds’| not been arrested. It is equally | vate ‘industry in terms of benefits| of the major speakers, was inter- 


100 scales than at Alcoa. clear that, if federal employes |and working conditions for em-| rupted more than 30 times by bursts At Conven ti ton 

Clyde Mills, assistant director| are to maintain their proper posi- | ployes, the merit system becomes | of applause. As chairman of the| Montreal—A eulogy of the late 

of the Federal Conciliation &| tion im our national economic | meaningless.” Senate Post Office and Civil Serv-| Matthew Woll by Edmund P. 

_ § Mediation Service, brought the] life, consideration must be given The AFGE’s silver jubilee meet- | ice Committee, Johnston has spon-| Tobin, his successor as president 

esi: B parties together for their parleys| in the early days of the next Con- | ing—the union was formed in 1932 | sored legislation for pay increases | of the Union Labor Life Insurance 

which ended the strike. The| gress to an appropriate pay ad- |in Washington — was attended by|and other benefits for government] Co., highlighted the 55th conven- 

rd, § USWA negotiating team was head-| justment.” some 500 delegates representing | employes. tion of the Photo-Engravers Un- 
Vil- B ed by Dist. 38 Dir. Charles J.| In addition, Johnston listed six| about 60,000 members who work| Reminding the delegates that he| ion here. 

fey, § Smith, General Counsel Arthur J. | other legislative goals for the next|in federal offices and installations | had addressed their convention two Woll, who was first vice 

ve- & Goldberg and Elliot Bredhoff, as-| Congress. These included union| spread throughout the United States 

lis, H sistant general counsel. Executive | recognition, health insurance, aj|and its territories. Most of the 

on- § Vice Pres. Lewis Reynolds led the | revitalized Civil Service Commis-|membership is outside the Wash- 


presi- 
years ago, just after Pres. Eisen-| dent of the IPEUNA as well as 
however had vetoed a pay raise bill, | an AFL-CIO vice president at the 


Johnston told them the legislative | time of his death, was praised by 
us, § firm’s negotiators. sion to protect the merit system, | ington area. work that will have to be done this} Tobin for his “lasting contribu- 
on, Production was resumed a few | more equitable promotional oppor- h 4 fall will not be done in vain, “for| tions” both to the Photo-Engrav- 
ey, HB days after the strike settlement as| tunities, greater job security, and Wide Representation 


when the 85th Congress passes a| ers’ Union and to the labor move- 
on, # 8,500 workers returned to their|a “fair and non-political” loyalty; Delegates came from 700 lodges | pay bill—as I assure you it will, it) ment of the warld. 


jobs in Troutdale, Cre.; Phoenix, | program which would protect the|in such far-flung spots and diver-| will not be vetoed by the President,| Tobin announced that Woll will 
aw: @ Ariz.; McCook and LaGrange, Ill.,| nation and, at the same time, pro-| sified agencies as the Alaska Native | because we will then have a Demo-| be succeeded on the board of di- 
ick, Bauxite, Arkadelphia, Jones Mill| tect employes against “un-Ameri-| Medical Center; U.S. offices and in-|cratic President in the White} rectors of the Union Labor Life 


— and Hurricane Creek, Ark., and|can treatment.” stallations in the Canal Zone; U.S. | House.” Insurance Co. by Photo-Engravers’ 
» & Corpus Christi, Tex. Platf. d Pres. Wilfrid T. Connell. 
tensl The pact calls for a 9.5 cents aioe Compene 


Thomas G. Walters, operations Fhe 300 delegates from 48 bo- 
di f the AFL-CIO’ ea J cals elected Dennis Burke, presi- 
RECOOE OF tO - ~§ Govern) dent of New York Local 1, to fill 
ment Employes’ Council, said that Woll’s place as first vice president 
the Democratic platform followed Seidl etait tak tan venice: eine 
the recommendations submitted by dena! ilies ’ alas dieeiell 
a | labor representatives on government William Hall of ro a a pers 
operations, and was much broader hy 


E . |as third vice president to fill the 
{| and more liberal than the Republi- place vacated by Pat Rehage, who 
can platform. 


: : is retiring after over 50 years of 
AFL-CIO Legislative Rep.| membership in the union. 
George D. Riley read a message|- Dan Streeter was elected fifth 
from AFL-CIO Pres. George] vice president, filling a vacancy 
Meany urging the AFGE to make} caused by the retirement of Wil- 
definite plans for a “determined and | jjam Graph. 
_concerted effort to organize theem-| Qne of the major resolutions 
ployes of the federal government.”| anproved calls for a maximum 


Because of their lack of organ-| week of 35 hours in all new con- 
j\ization, Meany said, “these loyal] tracts signed by the union. 
: | servants of the public have fallen = z 
behind the general wage level pre-| !echnical Engineers 
vailing in private industry. Our| Win 40-Cent Package 
government is no longer a model) Burbank, Calif.—A 40-cent 
employer.” hourly package increase has been 
He promised the AFGE the help | won in a first contract by Technical - 
and support of the united labor} Engineers Local 183 and Menasco 
; movement. Mfg. Co. The package includes a 
On the first day of the conven-| 10 percent salary boost and im- 
tion, delegates unanimously adopted | proved insurance benefits. 
a resolution inviting the unaffiliated} AFTE Rep. Hal Weissman said 
National Federation of Federal Em-| the wage boost plus some inequity 
ployes to enter into merger nego-| adjustments brought the average 
tiations. salary step-up to $16 a week. 


Hill, § increase immediately, 7 cents more 
on Aug. 1, 1957, and another 8 |] 
cents Aug. 1, 1958. The pension | % 
and supplementary unemployment 
benefit clauses are like those nego- 


tiated last month with the steel in- 
dustry. 


Severance Pay Nets 


Workers $50,000 


New York—Severance pay bene- 
fits totaling $50,000 have been paid 
to 99 employes of the former Smo- 
len Mfg. Co. through negotiations 
. “eed Garment Workers Local 

Manager Martin L. Cohen said 
the payments were a milestone in 
the city’s garment industry labor- 
Management relations. ILGWU 
Members, all of whom have found 
tew employment through the local, 
received $50 for each year of serv- 
ce with Smolen. Over a dozen 
Workers received ‘$1,350. 

Local 105, which has over 7,500 
mem A ; St OS: 
Producing cludes winter cwoks| AFGE PRES. JAMES CAMPBELL (left) greeting two delegates 
snowsuits and similar apparel wrote | from distant places. National Vice Pres. R. L. Peterson (center) 
the industry’s first severance pay|is from Seattle, Wash., James E. Lovelady (right) hails from the 
Clause into its contract in April. | Panama Canal Zone. 
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— 


Workers in St. Louis. 


PRIZES FOR COPE contributions were awarded during convention of Oil, Chemical & Atomic 
Examining the prizes are, from left: Margaret Thornburgh of COPE staff, 


OCAW Sec.-Treas. Thomas M. McCormick, COPE Assistant Dir. Al Barkan, John T. Curran and 
A. H. Gastorf, president of OCAW Dist. 8 Council. 


Stage Employes Name 
Walsh to New Term 


Kansas City, Mo.—Pres. Richard F. Walsh won reelection un- 
opposed in the closing sessions of the Theatrical Stage Employes 


43rd convention. 


Reelected with him were Gen.® 


Sec.-Treas. Harland Holmden and 
other IATSE officers. None faced 
opposition but the convention went 
through the formality of nomina- 
tions and elections. 

_A surprise convention feature 
was the brief appearance of For- 
mer Pres. Harry S. Truman. Al- 
though urged to “give ‘em hell, 
Harry,” the former chief executive 
was almost silent on politics, con- 
tenting himself discussing the Tru- 
man Memorial Library in Inde- 
pendence, Mo. The AFL-CIO and 
some of its affiliated unions have 
already made substantial contribu- 
tions to the library. 

Truman said that the subscrip- 
tion had already been met but an- 
other $250,000 is necessary for 
“refinement” before the building 
is turned over to the government 
for the use of students of the presi- 
dency. . 

Urged to Vote 

Lt. Gov. James T. Blair, Jr., told 
the delegates the citizen who fails 
to register and vote endangers the 
demecratic form of government. 
He cited recent state elections on 
measures affecting schools and the 
future of education in the state in 
which only 400,000 of 2.8 million 
eligible voters cast ballots. 

Rep. Richard Bolling (D-Mo.) 
also kept the minds of unionists 
on politics with his assertion that 
“reactionary forces in the U.S. 
are better able to get out their 
vote than the progressive and lib- 
eral forces.” 

Since he went to Congress in 
1949, Bolling continued, a coalition 
of conservatives has been in control 
there. He said that in many dis- 
tricts only a few votes can mean 
the difference between a liberal 
and reactionary victory. 

COPE Given Support 

All-out support of the AFL-CIO 
Committee on Political Education 
was voted and Walsh was com- 
mended for his efforts in the COPE 
field. Election of Walsh as an 
AFL-CIO vice president was re- 
ported as “a compliment, through 
him, to the IATSE for its outstand- 
ing record of progress under his 
leadership.” 

The government was asked to re- 
view its divorcement action against 
movie producers interested in thea- 
ter ownership. The action by the 
Justice Dept., a resolution said, 
“has not helped motion picture 
theaters, which are now in an eco- 
nomic condition and general situa- 
tion where they would benefit sub- 
stantially from more direct interest 
by producers.” 


IATSE staked out its claim to 
jurisdiction in the video tape field, 
one of the most significant tech- 
nological advances in the movie in- 
dustry. Use of the special magnetic 
tape permits instant play-back not 
only of the sound but projection of 
a photographic image of a movie 
scene. 

Hollywood’s optical scientists 
have perfected many techniques 
for the projection of movies, ac- 
cording to Merle Chamberlin, 
but only the skills of IATSE 
members bring these new 
“scopes” to the public clear and 
undistorted. 

Chamberlin, chief of projection 
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, dis- 
cussed the latest advances in cine- 
matography in highly technical lan- 
guage. He paid compliment to the 
IATSE projectionists who have 
taken special courses to keep 
abreast of developments in their 
craft. : 


Peterson Through 
As NLRB Member 


One of the remaining Tru- 
man appointees to the Na- 
tional Labor Relations Board, — 
Ivar H. Peterson, has wound 
up his term without being 
offered renomination by Pres. 
Eisenhower. 

Peterson and Abe Mur- 
dock, angther Truman-named 
holdover, frequently have dis- 
sented from precedent-chang- 
ing decisions of the three- 
member Eisenhower-appoint- 
ed majority. 

One of their dissents, in 
the Southern Silk Mills case, 
was announced by the board 
Aug. 27—the day Peterson’s 
term expired. 

The White House an- 
nounced no immediate suc- 
cessor to Peterson. One re- 
ported aspirant is George S. 
Ives, 34-year-old son of Sen. 
Irving M. Ives (R-N. Y.). 
The senator’s ideas largely 
shaped the controversial “na- 
tional emergency” injunction 
section of the Taft-Hartley 
Act. 


NLRB Tosses Out — 
13-Year-Old Precedent 


The three Eisenhower-appointed members of the National Labor 
Relations Board have reversed a 13-year-old precedent controlling 
the manner in which illegally fired workers must try to save their 


employers a back-wage bill. ® 


With Members Abe Murdock 
and Ivar Peterson dissenting, the 
majority ruled in the Southern 
Silk Mills case that a worker il- 
legally fired for union activity 
could no longer prove a “reason- 
able effort” to find new employ- 
ment by registering with the U. S. 
Employment Service or a state em- 
ployment agency. 

For practical purposes, the de- 
cision means that a worker may 
be discriminatorially fired by an 
employer and that, even if the 
NLRB eventually orders him re- 
hired with back pay, the worker 
must prove that he tried to cut 
the employer’s back-pay bill by 
hunting diligently in the interim 
for a different job. 

Registration with a government 
employment agency is no longer 
adequate proof of a “reasonable 
effort.” 

Murdock and Peterson de- 
nounced the new majority deci- 
sion as “abandoning a simple, jus- 
tified, easily administered rule in 
favor of one which will not only 
be difficult to administer but will 
work in many cases to the detri- 


ment of victims of unfair labor 


practices and to the benefit of the 
parties guilty thereof.” 
Since 1941 the courts have up- 


held a rule that even if an em- 


ployer is guilty of law violation in 
firing a worker, the worker is 
bound to try to find a new job. 
Unless he does, the back-wage bill 
for the employer is cut even when 
the NLRB orders the worker re- 
instated. 

The Supreme Court, however, 
has never indicated disapproval of 
the board’s precedent in accepting 
registration with a government 
employment agency as conclusive 
evidence of “reasonable effort.” 

The burden to show “reasonable 
effort” is now thrown by the board 
on the illegally discharged worker, 
and the facts will be decided 
“case by case.” 


Leo Kramer Awarded 
Fulbright Fellowship 


Boston—Leo Kramer, New Eng- 
land regional director for the State, 
County & Municipal Employes, has 
been awarded a senior Fulbright 
fellowship which will give him a 


Oil Workers Endorse 


Stevenson, Kefauver 


St. Louis, Mo.—The Oil, Chemical and Atomic Workers became 
the first.union to endorse the Democratic team of Adlai E. Steven- 
son and Estes Kefauver through convention action. _ 

Endorsement was unanimous by 800 delegates representing more 
than 175,000 unionists. At the same time they adopted a resolu- 


—. 
— > 


tion condemning the Eisenhower 
Administration for its “unfulfilled 
pledges.” 

O. A. Knight was re-elected pres- 
ident by acclamation as was Sec.- 
Treas. Thomas M. McCormick. 
Major constitutional changes in- 


™| volved the close attention of the 


delegates throughout the six-day 
session. The next-to-closing day 
saw delegates at their tables for 15 
hours. 


Vice Presidents Cut 


The number of vice presidents 
established when the OCAW was 
formed 18 months ago: by merger 
of two former CIO unions was 
changed from four to two. Elwood 
D. Swisher and B. J. Schafer were 
re-elected, defeating Joseph Apple- 
baum in a three-way race. The 
fourth vice president, John T. Cur- 
ran, was not a candidate. 

The convention reversed an ear- 
lier action and voted salary in- 
creases to the officers, district di- 
rectors and staff personnel. \ 
Richard T. Leonard, assistant to 
Pres. Walter P. Reuther of the In- 
dustrial Union Dept., was made 
honorary temporary chairman dur- 
ing the elections, a post he occupied 
when the Oil Workers merged with 
the Gas, Coke & Chemical Work- 
ers in March 1955. 


Seek Federal Safety Code 


As the union with the largest 
membership in the atomic energy 
field, the OCAW called for éstab- 
lishment of a federal safety code in 
A-energy plants. 

It also urged federal compensa- 
tion laws specifically covering radia- 
tion damage. The resolution de- 
manded federal safety inspectors in 
atomic energy plants to protect the 
workers and public in much the 
same manner as federal inspectors 
are assigned to meat packing houses 
and other industries. 

Endorsement of Stevenson and 
Kefauver, the delegates voted, was 
based on the former’s record as 
governor of Illinois and his speech- 
es and public acts during the past 
four years, and on Kefauver’s dem- 
onstrated loyalty to the principles of 
liberal government. The resolu- 


——., 


tion said the 1956 platform, “while 
failing to meet fully the require- 
ments of our country, if fulfilled 
could do much to provide solutions 
to problems and concerns of our 
people.” 


Eisenhower Administration Hit 


The Eisenhower Administration 
was rapped for breaking its pledge 
to remove union-busting provisions 
of the Taft-Hartley Act; for making 
the NLRB “a dumping ground for 
patronage appointees representing 
management viewpoints exclusive- 
ly”; for failure to raise the minimum 
wage to a reasonable level and for 
“heavy partiality and favoritism to 
the programs and policies of big 
business.” i 

Pres. Eisenhower was assailed for 
his resistance to progress in social 
legislation, including social secu 
rity, housing, school construction 
and the Salk polio vaccine pro- 
gram. 

_Two speakers from the AFL- 
CIO Committee on Political Edu- 
cation rallied the delegates to all- 
out support. Margaret Thorn- 
burgh, western director of women’s 
activities, called for increased activ- 
ity on the distaff side. 


GOP National ‘Wreck’ Law Seen 


COPE Assistant’Dir. Al Barkan 
promised that if the GOP is re- 
turned to the White House, “you 
will get a national right-to-work 
law and legislation from Sen. Barry 
Goldwater (R-Ariz.) to bar you 
from political activity.” 

“We have the manpower, we 
have the brain power, all we need 
is the will power,” Barkan said, “to 
elect a liberal administration.” 

Criticism of Eisenhower is re- 
garded “almost like criticizing the 
Lord Almighty,” he went on. He 
contrasted this with the “field day 
the press, the GOP and the Dixie- 
crats had in calling Pres. Roosevelt 
everything from a Communist to a 
warmonger and Harry Truman ev- 
erything from a traitor to a tool of 
political bosses.” 

Barkan charged Eisenhower with 
“refusal or inability to assume re- 
sponsibility in the highest executive 
office in the world.” He added 


that “first we get the business, then 
we get the smile.” 


THE WISCONSIN STATE Federation of Labor at its 64th ann 
convention in Superior, Wis., authorized its executive board @ 
proceed full steam ahead in negotiating sessions with the state CIO 
Council. Judge Robert Hansen (right), one of the parley’s speakers, 
congratulates Sec. George Hall on his re-election as William Me 
Sorley, assistant director of COPE; WSFL Pres. George Habermam, 
and AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. Andrew Biemiller look on. “Bie 


year’s study at Oxford University 
in England. 


miller and McSorley were among the principal speakers at the 
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N. Y.State IUC Backs 


stevenson, Kefauver 


Albany, N. Y.—One thousand delegates attending the 16th con- 
ditutional convention of the New York State Industrial Union 
Council thundered their “ayes” to endorse the candidacies of Adlai 
f, Stevenson for president and Estes Kefauver for vice president 
on the Democratic ticket as the climax of the three-day meeting 


re. é 

The delegates also: 

Re-elected Pres. Louis Holland- 
ep and Sec.-Treas. Harold J. Garno 
jo their 15th year in office. 

Urged Mayor Robert F. Wagner 
of New York City to become the 
Democratic candidate to succeed 
retiring Sen. Herbert H. Lehman 
(D-N. Y.), who in turn had suc- 
ceeded the mayor's late father, au- 
thor of the Wagner Labor Rela- 
tions Act. 

Authorized the State CIO Ex- 
ecutive Board to call a special 
convention to act om merger 
when the committee negotiating 
with the New York State Feder- : 
ation of Labor has a complete 
report. Talks have been under 
way several months. ae) 

Hollander reminded the dele- 
gates that both Gov. Averell Har- 
rman (D) and Wagner had by 
administrative orders granted to 
sate and city employes forms of 
collective bargaining and grievance 
procedure, but warned that an un- 
friendly administration in city or 


these rights were secured by law. 

“1 renew my pledge,” said the 
Mayor, “to get around all the 
obstacles, legal and practical... 
to give those who work (in gov- 


ernment) for their fellow citizens 
the dignity and status that all cit- 
izens should have ... I need not 
say that I speak with authority 
(on labor problems) . . . because 
I was early educated at the feet 
of my revered father.” 

A ‘sentimental demonstration, 
qual in fervor and extent, was ac- 
corded Lehman when he was pre- 
sented. He himself set off a fur- 
ther demonstration at the close of 
his address when he said he hoped 
“ont of my Very ‘good friends, the 
wn of a very good friend of mine, 
will be my successor in the Senate 
of the United States.” 

Taft-Hartley Pledge Forgotten 

Harriman, who spoke prior to 
the endorsement of the Democratic 
standard - bearers, asserted Pres. 
Eisenhower had said in the 1952 
campaign that the “union-busting” 
aspects of the Taft-Hartley act 
would be changed. 

“But what has he done about 
i” he asked. 

To the Republican leadership, 
he said, “labor is a target,” while 
liberal Democrats regard labor as 
“a partner.” 3 


7 


| Hollander, in his report, sharply 


state could wipe them out unless | 


criticized the Eisenhower Admin- 
istration and the Republican 
“team” and urged defeat of the 
GOP at the polls in November. 
Republicans Attacked 

Citing the Republican record in 
Congress on social security, aid 
for school construction, minimum 
wages, public housing, civil rights, 
the Hells Canyon dam and Dixon- 
Yates, Hollander said it had been 
plainly shown the government was 
being “run like a private corpora- 
tion and geared to benefit big busi- 
ness, that it has been a government 
of big business, by big business and 
for big business.” He added: 

“I have every confidence that 
come November the people of -this 
country will go to the polls and 
cast their ballots to restore the gov- 
ernment of the United States to 
where it rightfully belongs, so that 
it will again become a government 
of the people, by the people and 
for the people.” 


Resolutions Approved 

In a series of resolutions, the 
convention went on record urging 
a $1.25 federal minimum wage, 
extension of the present minimum 
to retail and service employes, and 
state legislation gearing a state 
minimum to the federal level. 

They demanded state reappor- 
tionment to eliminate such situa- 
tions where 142,000 persons in 
one assembly district have one rep- 
resentative, while six other assem- 
bly districts, each with a represent- 
ative, gave a combined population 
of but 141,000. 

The convention called for state 
unemployment and _ sickness disa- 
bility benefits of $45 a week max- 
imum, with dependency benefits 
up to $12 in addition; workmen’s 
compensation law changes to bring 
the state law in line with similar 
federal legislation granting max- 
imum weekly benefits of $54, or 
at least the $45 sought for unem- 
ployment benefits. 

Repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act 
and particularly Sec. 14-B, making 
possible the so-called “right-to- 
work” laws, was demanded, as was 
repeal of the state Condon-Wadlin 
Act which, while prohibiting 
strikes by government and public 
authority employes, denies them 
collective bargaining and grievance 


procedure rights. 


CH 


DEMONSTRATING DELEGATES carrying placards calling for Mayor Robert F. Wagner of New 


3 & 
a = 


York City to become Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate were parading through the aisles on 
the floor of the 16th Constitutional Convention of the New York State Industrial Union Council 
at Albany as these four exchanged comments on the dais. They are (left to right) Sen. Herbert H. 
Lehman (D-N. Y.), State CIO Pres. Louis Hollander, Wagner and State CIO Sec.-Treas. Harold J. 
Garno. Another ovation was given to Lehman, who is retiring from the Senate. 


AFL-CIO Region 19 Fully Merged 
As Utah Labor Groups Unite_ 


Salt Lake City—A historic “first” was chalked up here as AFL and CIO state bodies forged a 
united labor movement in Utah and gave Region 19 the lead-off spot among AFL-CIO’s 22 regions in 


completing state-level mergers. 


The other two states in Region? 


19, Colorado and Wyoming, each 
held merger conventions within the 
past three months. 

Utah, the fourteenth state to 
merge, was brought together in a 
quietly serious convention attended 
by some 200 delegates representing 
more than 50,000 AFL-CIO mem- 
bers throughout the state. 

In a smoothly functioning ses- 
sion that lasted less than three 
hours, delegates unanimously 
adopted the merger resolution, 
loudly applauded the presentation 
of the charter and the talks of a 
handful of speakers, and installed 
their new officers and executive 
board members. 

The newly established Utah State 
AFL-CIO will be headed by David 
S. Turner, formerly secretary-treas- 
urer of the state AFL; R. L. Reese, 
formerly president of the state 
AFL, general vice president; C. E. 
Berger, formerly president of state 
CIO, vice president, and Ormond 


ARTER PRESENTATION scene as the Utah State AFL-CIO came into being in Salt Lake City. 
From left, Carl McPeak, Peter J. McGavin, Vice Pres. C. E. Berger, Vice Pres. R. L. Reese, Pres. 


‘| repealed. 


Konkle, formerly executive secre- 
tary ‘state CIO, secretary-treas- 
urer.. 2 

Merger Speedup Predicted 

The merger convention was pre- 
ceded by a two-day convention of 
the state AFL, at which it approved 
merger with the state CIO. Similar 
approval was voted by the CIO 
group at a convention held three 
weeks earlier. 

Charter of the new Utah State 
AFL-CIO was presented by Peter J. 
McGavin, assistant to AFL-CIO 
Pres. George Meany. McGavin 
predicted that “close to 90 percent” 
of the states will be merged “by the 
end of the year.” 

McGavin praised Dir. of Organi- 
zation John Livingston for effi- 
ciently bringing together into one 
staff the former organizing staffs of 
the old AFL and CIO, and for 
launching vigorous organizing cam- 
paigns, particularly in the textile 
industry. 

A short report on activities of the 
organizing department was given 
delegates by Carl McPeak, assistant 
director, while Fred Pieper, director 
of Region 19, read the charter in- 
scription and then installed the 
newly elected officers. 


‘Wreck’ Repeal Stressed 

In his installation speech, Pres. 
Turner told delegates the Utah State 
AFL-CIO would concentrate on 
getting locals affiliated, strengthen- 
ing central labor bodies, and put- 
ting ona strong COPE program. 
Sec.-Treas. Konkle blasted the 
state’s “right-to-wreck” law and 
pledged a strong battle to get it 


Besides the merger resolution, 
delegates adopted only one other, 
which set up a Utah State COPE. 
General Vice Pres. Reese will serve 
as chairman of the state COPE. 

Turner told delegates that a drive 
will be launched to get local unions 
throughout the state to affiliate with 
state COPE; and to set up COPE 
committees on the county and local 
levels. Turner also stressed the im- 
portance of women in political ac- 
tion and revealed a COPE Women’s 


David S., Turner, Sec.-Treas. ‘Ormond Konkle and Reg. 19 Dir. Fred C. Pieper. 


Division would be established. 


Turner said the state COPE will 
meet “sometime in October” to take 
endorsement action on candidates 
and pound out a full political action 
program. COPE will await the out- 
come of Utah’s primary elections, 
Sept. 11, before calling the state- 
wide meeting, Turner said. 

While no official position will be 
taken on primary candidates, both 
Turner and Reese made it clear 
they were firmly opposed to Utah’s 
incumbent Republican senator and 
governor, Wallace F. Bennett and 
J. Bracken Lee. 


Bill Posters Union 
Re-elects Officers 


Milwaukee—The Intl. Alliance of 
Bill Posters, Billers and Distributors 
held its 31st biennial convention 
here, electing officers for the com- 
ing term. 

Michael Noch of Detroit was 
unanimously re-elected president. 
Others re-elected were John J. 
Grady, New York, secretary-treas- 
urer; Loyal Gilmore, San Francisco, 
first vice. president; Ned Becker, 
New York, second vice president; 
._C. C. Garnett, Los Angeles, third 
vice president, and Lloyd Shade, 
Cleveland, fourth vice president. 


Student Workers 
Told to Hit Books 


High school students who 
have not been graduated were 
strongly urged to return to 
their classes this fall and com- 
plete their educations by Sec. 
of Labor James P. Mitchell 
and Acting Sec. of Health, 
Education and Welfare Her- 
old C. Hunt. 

Mitchell warned that work- 
ers who have not finished 
high school are finding it “in- 
creasingly difficult” to get 
worthwhile jobs. Hunt 
stressed that in either employ- 
ment or the armed services, 
young people with high school 
educations “can better suc- 
ceed in their endeavors.” 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C., “ey, ee 1, 1956 


Stevenson Launches 
Grass Roots Drive 


By Willard Shelton 
Adlai E. Stevenson launched an intensive drive for the presidency 
in a series of regional meetings with Democratic leaders and a 
promise to campaign at the “precinct” level to “make it clear that 
the Democratic Party stands for what the people believe in.” 
Pres. Eisenhower, who is expected to step up his previously 


announced “five or six” television’ 


speeches during the campaign, re- 
turned to the White House from 
four days of golf at the Cypress 
Point Club on California’s Monter- 
rey Peninsula. 


Stevenson headed for Detroit for 
a Labor Day speech in Cadillac 
Square after a whirlwind trip with 
his vice presidential running mate, 
Sen. Estes Kefauver of Tennessee, 
to the Southwest and the North- 
west. 

The Democratic nominee was 
behind Kefauver in shaking hands 
but he was a dominating figure as 
he told Democratic leaders that 
the election “would be won or lost 
depending on what is done in the 
precincts. And when I say won 
or lost I mean won.” 


we.can win the battle in the pre- 
cincts,” he declared. 


The Democratic National Com- 


mittee 1956 “fact book”—a hand- | 


book intended to help speakers 
during the campaign—begins with 
a chapter documenting charges 
that Eisenhower has been only a 
“part-time President” guilty of a 
“failure or absence of leadership.” 


Health to Be Issue 

The second chapter deals with 
the President’s health: It empha- 
sizes reports in modern medical 
literature on possible recurrence of 
ileitis and the fact that under Army 
medical regulations any officer 
would be retired because of 
“‘myocardial infarction’—precise- 


This year we have the opportunity, provided for by the Constitution of the 
United States and our form of self-government, to render further service. 


We are called upon, together with other citizens of our democracy, to pass. 
judgment on Election Day on the actions and policies of those who have guided 


the political affairs of our nation for the past two years. 


This right of expressing ourselves as free 
people is fundamental to the strength of our 
country. It is a mark which sets us apart from 
those in the slave nations of the world who are 
denied a voice in their own destiny. 


“We, the executive officers of the AFL-CIO, 


THE MEN AND WOMEN OF THE AMERICAN LABOR MOVEMENT HAVE LONG PRIDED 
themselves, and justly so, on their contribution to the life of our nation. 


We further call upon each affiliated organi- 
gation to launch immediately a campaign at all 
levels that will insure the registration to vote 
of a maximum number of union members and _ 
their families. We urge that such campaigns 
be pressed with all the vigor and resources at 
their command to the end that every member _ 


a 


therefore call upon each member of our affil- 
iated organizations to make certain that he or 


ly what Pres. Eisenhower suf- 
fered.” 


shall become and remain a registered voter. 
We hereby proclaim this registration cam- 


Eisenhower Challenge- 

The Democratic attack on Eisen- 
-hower obviously is intended to be 
direct and personally challenging. 

In Vancouver, Wash., Stevenson 
launched an assault based on the 
charge that Eisenhower is and has 
been—long before his heart attack 
—a “part-time President.” 

“I expect to discuss the great is- 
sues of our time—war and peace 
and a better, safer new America,” 
he said. “I only hope my oppon- 
ent has time to face some of the 
realities of our declining influence 
abroad and our lost opportunities 
at home—and I don’t mean on the 
putting green.” ~ 

Stevenson said in Santa Fe that 
he wasn’t engaged in a “personal 
popularity contest” and that Dem- 
ocrats had no hope of “winning 
the battle on television.” 

“We haven’t the money. But 


Stevenson in the Northwest 
strongly attacked what Democrats 
label “give-aways” of public pow- 
er projects and public land facili- 
ties. 

“The record of the Eisenhower 
Administration could hardly be 
worse,” he charged. “It has con- 
fronted us again with a great na- 
tional policy decision” to settle 
what was “settled 50 years ago.” 

The Republican campaign be- 
gan much more quietly than the 
Democratic drive, but GOP lead- 
ers claimed that they expected an- 
other Eisenhower “landslide” and 
obviously were devoting great at- 
tention to electing Republican, ma- 
jorities in the House and Sate. 

Leonard Hall was re-elected 
chairman of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee and Robert 
Humphreys will remain as cam- 
paign director. 


Taylor Defeated in Idaho, 


Daniel Wins Texas Primary 


Idaho Democrats nominated a Boise attorney, Frank Church, to 
run in November against Sen. Herman Welker (R), right-wing 


Republican. 

Church’s margin over former > 
Sen. Glen Taylor in the primary 
was almost paper thin—200 votes 
in the official tally—but it was a 
four-man race, and Church is 
given a reasonable chance to un- 
seat Welker in the general elec- 
tion. 

Two years ago Taylor, who was 
knocked out of the Senate after 
running as vice presidential nomi- 
nee on Henry Wallace’s 1948 Prog- 
ressive party ticket, won the Demo- 
cratic Senate nomination in a com- 
parably tense four-candidate pri- 
mary. He went down to crushing 
defeat in the general election when 
former Sen. Henry C. Dworshak 
(R) made a comeback. 

In Texas Sen. Price Daniel (D) 
gained about a 3,000-vote margin 
in his race with Ralph Yarborough 
for the Democratic nomination for 
governor. Yarborough, a Demo- 
cratic “loyalist” who supported Ad- 
lai E. Stevenson for president in 
1952, refused to concede before 
the official tally of the ballots next 
month. Daniel in 1952 came out 
for Pres. Eisenhower. 

Yarborough’s showing was con- 
sidered surprisingly strong by 
Texas observers. He had trailed 
Daniel by 168,000 votes in the 
initial primary July 28, when four 
other hopefuls had clogged the 
ballot and prevented any candidate 
from getting a clear majority. 

If Daniel is confirmed in his 
primary victory, it will be tanta- 
mount to election. He has said 
he will resign his Senate seat, thus 


| clearing the way for a special elec- 
tion to choose his successor. 

Texas special elections to fill a 
Senate vacancy are conducted 
without preliminary party prima- 
ries to pick nominees. Republi- 
cans hope that one GOP candi- 
date might win against a multi- 
plicity of Democratic candidates. 

The Maryland State Democratic 
Committee chose George P. Ma- 
honey as successor to former Sen. 
Millard Tydings to run against 
Sen. John Marshall Butler (R) in 
November. 

Tydings defeated Mahoney in a 
close race in the Democratic pri- 
Mary and was extremely anxious 
to make a new race against the 
Republican who knocked him out 
of the Senate in 1950 in a cam- 
paign denounced by a special Sen- 
ate subcommittee for. “scurrilous” 
and “back-alley” operations. 


Tydings became ill, however, 
with a severe case of shingles and 
retired from the race. Mahoney, 
who ran unsuccessfully for the Sen- 
ate in 1952 against Republican J. 
Glenn Beall, was chosen over Mrs. 
Tydings to succeed him as Demo- 
cratic nominee. 


Mississippi Demoerats renomi- 
nated all six of their present mem- 
bers of the House, including two 
who had token opposition. Rep. 
William Colmer, a Democratic 
reactionary member of the pow- 
erful House Rules Committee, 
overwhelmed his opponent by a 


20 to 1 margin. 


she is a registered voter eligible to participate 
in the elections this fall. We call upon each 
member, further, to impress upon those adults 
within the family circle who may be unreg- 
istered to meet the responsibility they bear to 
exercise their judginent on Election Day. 


Arp Mog 


PRESIDENT. AFL-CIO 


Labor Launches Drive | 
To Register 


In an unprecedented “Registration Proclamation” 


paign the primary task of our organization for 
the months of August, September and October. 
We issue this proclamation in fulfillment of 
our responsibility as citizens of the United 
States, passionately devoted to the principles — 
and practices of self-government. 


SECRETARV-TAREASURER, AFL-CIO 


Members 


stressing the 


importance of “being 100 percent citizens,” AFL-CIO Pres. George 
Meany and Sec.-Treas. William F. Schnitzler proclaimed a cam- 


paign to register union members® 


and their families “the primary task 
of our organization” until election 
day. 

Declaring that they acted “ in ful- 
fillment of our responsibility as citi- 
zens of the United States, passion- 
ately devoted to the principles and 
practices of self-government,” the 
AFL-CIO executive officers called 
on each individual union member 
not only to make certain of his own 
eligibility to participate in the fall 
elections, but also to urge unregis- 
tered adults in his family to do 
likewise. 


“We further call upon each 
affiliated organization to launch 
immediately a campaign at all 
levels that will insure the regis- 
tration to vote of a maximum 
number of union members and 
their families,” the proclamation 
said. “We urge that such cam- 
paigns be pressed with all the 
vigor and resources at their com- 
mand to the end that every mem- 
ber shall become and remain a 
registered voter.” 


Meany and Schnitzler also backed 
up their proclamation with a letter 
to all presidents and secretary- 
treasurers of AFL-CIO unions urg- 
ing that each affiliate call upon its 
locals to implement the drive. 

“It will take more than a procla- 
mation to aceomplish this job,” 
their letter said. “Local unions will 
have to check their lists of members 
and compare the names with the 
Official lists of voters, and then con- 
duct a campaign to get the non- 
qualified members to the registra- 
tion office.” 


Responding to the proclamation, 


Jack Kroll and James L. McDevitt, 
co-directors of the AFL-CIO Com- 
mittee on Political Education, 
jointly sent letters to the officers of 
all local unions affiliated with the 
AFL-CIO and to state and local 
COPEs, LLPEs, PACs, federations 
and councils, urging them to “em- 
ploy all available resources” to 
make the drive a success. 

“It is absolutely necessary that 
we get our people—our members 
and their families—registered and 
to the polls on election day if we 
are to protect the interests of the 
working people and of the nation.” 


Beirne to Introduce 
Red Cross Program 


“Disaster!” a documentary 
account of organized labor’s 
participation in American 
Red Cross disaster services 
will be a feature on the 
American Broadcasting Co. 
radio network program, “Dis- 
aster!”, from 5:05 to 5:30 
p. m., E.D.T. on Sept. 2. 

The program will be in- 
troduced by AFL-CIO Vice 
Pres. Joseph A. Beirne, chair- 
man of the AFL-CIO Com- 
munity Services Committee 
and president of the Commu- 
nications Workers. . 

It is based on the volunteer 
Red Cross work of thousands 
of AFL-CIO members during 
the great floods of 1955 and 
the tornadoes of recent 
months, and its contribution 
to the recovery of disaster- 
stricken families. 
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Meat Industry 
Unions Join © 
In Strike Vote 


Chicago—Meat packing work 
ers in 110 plants throughout ti 
country are voting on strike auth 
orization for the negotiating com 
mittees of the Meat Cutters angm 
the Packinghouse Workers unioniai™ 

Present contracts with six oem 
tional packing firms expire Sept. hl q 
The top officers of the two uniomt 
accompanied the strike vote cal™ 
to 85,000 members in the patterm 
setting segment of their industry 
with a report that negotiatiom# 
thus far are moving very slowly. 

After a week of contract talkt 
with Swift & Co., biggest firm if 
the field, “no offer of substance” 
has been received, they stated. 

The vote is being taken by Swift 
workers and employes of Armouf 
& Co., Wilson & Co., Cudahy 
Packing Co., Hygrade Food Prod 
ucts Corp. and John Morrell & Ca 

The two unions, soon to form 
a 450,000 member single orgai® 
ization have set up a joint nego 
tiating committee. While 
worked closely in collective bate 
gaining before, this is the first time 
the companies have actually mem 
with a joint union committee. 
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